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ACCOUNT, &c. 


HE laws of this country have 
amply provided for the relief of 
confiderable Debtors. The man, 

who engages for thouſands which he 
cannot pay, may have a reſource in 
bankruptcy ; he reſigns his all, and re- 
ſumes his occupation and his credit, 

The man, who for the neceſaries of 
life, to ſupply his dependant family, 

runs a few pounds, or only a few ſhil- 

lings in debt, 1s cruelly arreſted, torn 
from his home, and his buſineſs! and 
plunged in a priſon; has neither ability 
nor hope to defray his Creditor's demands. 
B Look 
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Look upon the books of our Soci- 
. ety, and you will learn that Manu 
facturers, Mechanics, Labourers, Seamen, and 
other uſeful members of the meaner, 
but effential branches of Trade, whether 
natives or foreigners in diſtreſs, is a ſuf- 
ficient claim to the Society's regard ; who 
ever prefer the caſes of the moſt uſeful 
Artificers, and Manufacturers with the 
largeſt families; men who derive their 
ſuſtenance from their daily labour; who 
being cut off from that labour by im- 
prifonment, occaſion a conſiderablè Toſs 
to the Common-wealth, and bring a 
heavy burden on others by the charitable 
mhintenance which themſelves and their 
families muſt have from parochial or 
other ſupply. 

Impriſonment for debt is ya, in a 
coldymative view of the Law, to ſuffer 
the Debtor, whoſe debts. perhaps ma- 
terially affect a very | extenſive: circle, 
to enjoy freedom and impunity; whilt 
the Debtor, whole inconfiderable con- 

tracts 
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tracts cannot much affect any, is im- 


mured in a grievous and noiſome pri- 


ſon. 
The peer or ſenator (in England) 
only are exempt from perſonal arreſts, 


and a detention of many hours, by the 


evaſions and deluſions of Bailiffs : but 
if a perſon in a lower claſs of life 
owes, or if his creditor {wears he owes, 


only forty ſhillings, his creditor may 


obtain a Writ, and by a falſe oath, 


prevent his debtor from tranſacting bu- 
ſineſs of the utmoſt importance to a nu- 
P 


merous family, and to the benefit of 
the State, which may require the utmoſt 
expedition that very day or hour: — and 


paſſion, malice, or revenge, may be the 
only motive of the Creditor, to arreſt 


his Debtor before the account of his 
demand is delivered, without any pre- 
vious application for payment, and con- 

ſequently without his refuſal or delay. 
The payment of the whole ſum at 
the inſtant of the arreſt, is not ſufficient 
B 2 to 
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to obtain immediate liberty, or to pre- 
vent an expenſive and deplorable priva- 
tion of it for many hours, or days, if 
the Writ is iſſued out of the Sheriff's 
Office; as the Bailiffs often detain the 
Perſon arreſted, to his preſent and fu- 
ture inconvenience, expence, diſcre- 
dit, and, probably his ruin, under their 


falſe and iniquitous general pretexts 


---to examine the Office---or that the Of- 
fice 1s ſhut, as it happens to be at certain 


hours and days; fo that if a man hap- 


pens unfortunately to be arreſted upon 
a Saturday at night, or is defignedly ſo 
from malevolence, he muſt be ſubject 
to the impoſitions of a Spunging houſe 


at leaſt till Monday. 


The Debtor's own houſe, or apart- 
ment, is not always a refuge againſt 
ſuch malevolent arreſts. A man is liable 
to them in his own apartment, or, though 
the Law prohibits the forcible opening 
of a door, the Bailiffs find means to e- 
vade that prohibition by indirect, un- 
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juſt ſtratagems, or bribery of ſervants, 
and even by force; of which inſtances 
often occur in this town. 
Impriſonment for debt is in the high- 
eſt degree impolitic, as many of the moſt 
uſeful, and neceſſary Members of the 
State are ſecluded from pertorming their. 
part in the community---being deprived 
of their time and their ſtrength, become 
at once obnoxious and burthenſome to it. 


- Impriſonment for debt is no leſs im- 


politic, as it tends to increaſe thoſe Pariſh- 
rates, already ſo grievous a weight upon 


the community, that every man juſtly 
complains of them, But if the poor 


Manufacturer or Labourer, whoſe in- 
duſtrious hands provide his wite and nu- 
merous offspring neceſſary bread, is ſhut 
up in priſon, and with-held from that 
induſtry, his wife and children unavoid— 
ably become a heavy incumbrance to the 
Pariſh.---Many inſtances of this kind 
have been known to the Society, eſpeci— 
ally one whom they had ſet at liberty, 

B 3 had 
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had a wife and fen children unprovid- 
ed for, whom he had ſupported before 
his impriſonment by his trade. His 
numerous family had been ſupported 
during his confinement entirely by the 
Pariſþ! What a burden I how ex- 

tenſive the utility of this inſtitution ? 
The IA. policy of impriſonment for 
ſmall debts deſerves particular attention, 
as being a pregnant ſource of thoſe fre- 
quent and numerous Emigrations, ſo 
prejudicial to our country. It has been 
juſtly obſerved, © That no nation pro- 
duces ſo many Fugitives for Debt, as 
the Engliſh, owing to the defects in our 
laws relative to arreſts, and the encou- 
ragement given to mercileſs creditors by 
them, Thoſe Fugitives eſtabliſh Manu- 
factures abroad, in Aſia, Africa, and 
America, ; thither thouſands go every 
year and thereby contribute to depopu- 
late this iſland, The apprehenſions of 
a ſudden and long privation of liberty, 
without any previous ſummons, for any 
| debt 
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debt occaſions more emigrations than is 


generally imagined, or could poſhbly 
happen, if reaſonable notice to debtors 
by previous citations, was aſcertained 
by Law. 

The practice of impriſonment for 


| ſmall Debts thus appears evidently unjuſt, 


impclitic, and therefore prejudicial to So- 
ciety; to which it may be added, that it 
is alſo inhuman! We will not ſay un- 
chriſtian, for the practice breathes nothing 
of that mild and gentle law of love. 
A poor fellow-creature, perhaps for 
the immediate ſuppart of life, through 


ſickneſs, unavoidable loſſes and difap- 


pointments, or—perhaps through 1n- 
diſcretion, — runs a few pounds in debt 
with his fellow-creature. He hath no 
means to pay, but ſuch as arife from his 
perſonal induſtry, and manual labour, 
The Creditor will have no mercy! the 
wretched victim is ſeized, thrown into 
priſon, totally prevented from reheving 
himſelf or doing juſtice to others, and 

B 4 thus 


teſt the fact®,. 
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thus left to ianguiſh in confinement, 
till death or ſome fortunate accident ſhall 


bring him deliverance! What end can 
be anſwered by this ?—what good can 


be done ?—Every feeling of humanity 


reverts from the proceeding, and it will 
ſcarce be beheved in this age and king- 


dom of philanthropy, that ſuch cruelties 


are exerciſed, from man to man, even for 
the mean, the paltry ſum of eighteen 
pence ; or that for five ſhillings a ſubject of 
Great Britain's happy conſtitution may 
languiſh three calendar months amidſt 
the felons of Newgate /-—Our Books at- 


75. 6d. was a poor lame induſtrious creature who 
had not to pay; this miſerable debtor was charged 
in Execution, and the expences of the proſecution 


increaſed the debt to one found five ſhillings and 
ſix-pence! If the man could not pay one and fix-pence, 


when at liberty, how was he to diſcharge this ac- 


cumulated debt under confinement. — The poor 
are frequently committed to Newgate by the 


Court 


We 


A perſon committed to the Gatehouſe for 
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We may go farther ſtill, and, to the 
injuſtice, ill policy, and inhumanuity of the 
proceeding, add its inmorality. Nothing 
is ſo likely to corrupt the morals, as a 
Gaol; into which, with whatever princi- 
ples the unhappy debtor enters, he is 
compelled to aſſociate with the vileſt 
and moſt profligate, whereby good prin- 


ciples by degrees become relaxed, and 


he too ſoon catches and copies the 
manners of thoſe with whom he is con- 
verſant. It is an old, but an indiſputa- 
ble truth, that evil communications corrupt 
good manners: and what the communica- 
tions in a common priſon are, who can 
doubt? So that by the inhuman practice 
of impriſonment, a man not guilty but un 
fortunate, incurs the hazard of the great- 


Court of Conſcience, for trifling ſums from one 


ſnilling to 30 ſhillings ; and the procefs, fees, etc, 


commonly trebles the original debt: though it muſt 
be mentioned to the credit of Mr. Akerman's (the 
keeper's) humanity, that he takes but half his dues 
from theſe ſmall debtors. 
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io Account of the Society for Relief 
eſt and moſt deſtructive of all loſſes, the 
toſs of his integrity. 


Another evil conſequence of impri- 
fonment for debt, deſerves to be parti- 


cularly attended to; the infamy, which in 


the general eſteem is too commonly im- 
puted to it. To have been in a Gaol, 
however unjuſtly, is with many narrow- 
minded perſons a ſufficient reproach ;— 
and indeed, in the cruel opinion of the 
world in general, criminality is often at 


no great diſtance from misfortunes. This 


is the rather to be lamented in the caſe 


of thoſe perſons, who are the objects of 


our preſent confideration : for, Reputa- 
tion is generally with them, not only the 
main ſupport of their credit, but the very 
ſource of their employment and daily 
bread. Take this away, or materially 
impugn it, and they will find it difficult, 


with all their induſtry and deſire of do- 


ing well, to find perſons willing to en- 


gage with them. The man is juſt 


come out of priſon, or has lain there 
« fot 
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ce for ſome time,” is an obſervation ſuf- 
ficient to blaſt all his honeſt deſigns. 
Thus we have another proof of the bane- 
ful effects of the im priſonment com- 
plained of. 

Why then 1s a practice 5 unjuſt and 
impolitic, ſo iahuman and immoral, fo diſ- 


graceful to our laws and conſtitution, 


{till countenanced amongſt us ? 
& Lord Bacon writes, that no man 


could be arreſted for debt in England, 


according to our conſtitution.” 

e Sir ⸗Pilliam Temple obſerves, That 
detention for debt is greatly injurious to 
a nation, and wiſhes that no ſuch law or 


cuſtom exiſted in this land of Liberty. 


« Lord Chancellor Talbot often de- 


clared, That the debtor ſufficiently pays 


a debt of any ſum by an impriſonment 
of three months“, according to the prin- 
ciples of real humanity and good po- 
li ey.” | 


* This idea the Society have adopted, by pro- 


portioning the compoſition for debts, to the length 


of time the debtor has been confined. 


36 One 
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One would hope the opinions of three 
ſuch great men ſufficient authorities, to 


induce all humane and patriotic Legi- 
flators to propoſe and concur in a law 


conformable to their judicious ſenti- 
ments. The number of priſoners for 


any, eſpecially ſmall debts, is not only 


a diſgrace to the nation, legiſlature, hu- 
manity, and laws, but alſo a conſidera- 


ble loſs and prejudice of ſome hundred 
thouſand pounds every year to the State 


and community, upon due calcula: 
tion. 


Yet in 3 to thoſe great legi- 


ſlators, the common practice of the at- 
tornies and their colleagues militates 


againſt common ſenſe, equity, juſtice, 
and the real welfare of the community in 


general, and of each individual, debtor 


and creditor, in particular. 


The equality of puniſkment by im- 
priſonment for debt, is notoriouſly op- 


preſſive and unjuſt, Every member of 


the community is, by the laws of ſociety 
intitled 
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intitled toegual protection, and is liable to 
equal puniſhment for tranſgreſſions againſt 
the members of that community; it 


therefore cannot be a greater crime for 
one Briton to contract a debt of two or 


three ſhillings in one part of London, 
than for another to contract a like debt 

in anocher part of London, or in Weſt— 
minſter ; but this is not the caſe; ſuch 
is the practice, that if a man contracts a 
debt, of only one ſhilling for neceſſaries 


for his, perhaps, numerous family ; 
when the debt 1s proved in a Cqurt of 
_ Conſcience, he may be committed to To- 


thil-fields or Clerkenwell Bridewell for 
forty days, which impriſonment annuls 
the debt, and the debtor is diſcharged on 
paying his fees of five ſhillings at Tor- 
bill, or ſeven ſhillings at Clerkenwell; — 
but if the ſame perſon ſhould be com- 
mitted to Newgate by a warrant from 


the Court of Conſcience for a debt of 


one ſpilling, he muſt remain there inet 
days before his impriſonment will can- 


cel 
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cel the debt, the inequality of puniſh- | 
ment in thoſe two priſons, for the enor- 


mous crime of poverty, in an equal de- 
gree of criminality, is notoriouſly oppreſ- 


five, But farther; if the ſame perſon 


for the ſame crime ſhould be committed 
to either of the compters of Wood-ftreet or 
the Poultry, NOtime of impriſonment can 
cancel the debt ; the poor culprit, if he 


be aculprit, may remain in priſon during 
his life, ſurrounded by repeated ſuc- 


ceſſions of felons in chains, whoſe prior 
occupiers had from time to time been 


relieved by the gallows, or removed to 


the ballaſt-hghters; whilſt he muſt remain 
a victim to his callous hearted creditor, to 
diſeaſe, to vice, to poverty, and todeath, 


— for not being able to pay one ſhilling 3 


except ſome ſympathiſing fellow: creature, 
who knows and pities the misfortunes, 
and the faults of fallen humanity, ſhould 
ſtretch forth the relieving hand to reſcue 
the neglected object from the moſt ab- 
_ ett and complicated diftrefles. Should 
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ſuch an one determine to pay the debt of 


one ſhilling and 8s. 104. for coſts of ſuit 


to the plaintiff; he muſt alſo pay 15s. 
and 8d. for fees before the wretch can 
have his liberty. —IIt is ſubmitted, whe- 
ther perſons, who have been long con- 
fined under execution from the Courts 
of Conſcience, ſhould pay as high fees as 
other debtors, who may be under pro- 
ceſs or execution from the ſuperior 


courts, for {cores or hundreds of pounds ? 


—A ſhort time fince, a poor deſtitute 
girl under twenty years of age and be- 
lieved to be virtuous, was committed in 


execution for EIGHT Pence, which 


together with the coſts of ſuit and fees 
amounted to 185. and 4d. 

But the inſtances of injuſtice and op- 
preſſion are not limited to perſons com- 
mitted in execution by the courts of 


Conſcience ; the glorious uncertainty in 


the common practice of the law ſpreads. 
its baneful influence over the other ahd 
ſuperior claſſes of the uſeful members in 
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community, by their unwarrantable de- 
mands for fifits* — diſcharge fees—and 
attendance, &c. | 
The benevolence which hath given us 
being as a ſociety calls upon us thus to 
declare the reſult of our experience. 
Our books are continually open for the 
inſpection of the public, as our meetings 
are to ſuch gentlemen as wiſh to concur 
in the humane deſign of relieving the 
diſtreſſed, or promoting a reformation re- 
ſpecting thoſe laws or cuſtoms that re- 
late to the impolitic practice of umpri- 
ſonment for debt. Wl 7 4 
Such reformation is not leſs practica- 
ble in ours, than in any other country ; 


* This charge is made when an officer, of his 
own abill, would carry the priſoner to one compter, 3 
and he inſiſts upon being taken to another; then, 1 
be fore the debtor can be diſcharged, the attorney 
takes the advantage of raiſing a fee under the pre- 
text of an enquiry, if any detainer is lodged againſt 
the debtor; who, though he has diſcharged the 
debt for which he was confined, and alſo the coſts, 4 
and fees, muſt ſubmit to, and pay for the attorney's 


Seeking another cauſe for keeping him in priſon. 1 
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impriſonment may be ſo regulated as to 
ſecure thecreditor, and giveſtability to his 
property. For without all queſtion, the 
witdom of Legiſlation can as eaſily pro- 
vide for the mutual advantage of credi- 
tor and debtor, in ſmaller, as in greater 
concerns. As matters at preſent are cir- 
cumſtanced, the creditor is little more 
benefited by arreſts and impriſonment 
than the debtor himſelf, Such 1s the 
caſe, if we may be allowed to judge by 


+ our experience; whence we are fully 


taught, that the end deſigned by the 
creditor (the recovery of his debt) is by 
no means obtained by the cruel method 
of long or yncertain confinement, 

Far the greater part of thoſe who have 
been relieved by the public bounty 
through our means, have obtained their 
liberty by a compoſition to their  credi- 
tors; been ſuperſeded; or ſet free 
for the payment of their fees; whilſt 
their creditors have ſuffered the entire 
loſs of the debt. 


We 
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We cannot help ſpecifying a particu- 
lar cafe, in confirmation of the above 
aflertion. A young man, with a wife 
and five young children, who had an 
employment in one of the public of- 
fices, was arreſted for ſeveral different 
ſums to the amount of an hundred pounds 
or more; and, as he had nothing to 
pay, he remained fifteen months in pri- 
ſon, was deprived of his employment, 
and then all his actions were ſuperſeded 
by the Society for 61. Thus the creditors 
loſt their ſeveral debts, and paid their 
own attornies! While the debtor loſt fif- 
teen months of the prime part of his life, 
and an employment, by which, with at- 
tention and induſtry, he might in time 
have paid his creditors, and ſupported 
his unfortunate wife and infants | 

It is to be feared, criminal reaſons 
may ſometimes influence the minds of 
creditors in the impriſonment of their 
debtors. Reſentment, and a thirſt of re- 
venge may incite forme to have recourſe 
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to this dreadful puniſhment ; paſſions of 


this ſort ſhould at all times be diſcounte- 
nanced, and the power of gratifying 


them never put into the hands of indivi- 


duals, by the laws; becauſe the only juſt 
and allowable end of impriſonment for 
debt is defeated by it. Whilſt we are 
tender of the creditor's property, we 
ought to be equally tender of the debtor's 
liberty; and to remember, as a counter- 
balance to the ſeverity of Juſtice on one 
hand, that Mercy ſhould hold the ſcale on 
the other, 


LIE, only life remains the plaintiff's prize; 
Grief pays the tribute, and the debtor dies. 


If the common practice of the law of 
arreſts thus militates againſt the credi- 
tor's advantage, and if the debtor is 
more cruelly puniſhed by it, than the 
moſt notorious malefactor, —it ſurely is 
time to provide ſome method better 
adapted to the intereſt of both, as well as 
to the intereſts of ſociety in general. 

As 
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20 Account of the Society for Relief 


As the laws of arreſts and imptiſon— 
ment for debt now ſtand, they are a diſ- 
grace to our conſticution; for by thoſe 
means, actions the moſt unjuſt and injuri- 
ous, the moſt cruel and inhuman may be 
and are daily practiſed. Under the ſanc- 
tion of thoſe laws, the innocent man who 


owes not a farthing, may be barbaroully 


torn from his family, before any proof 
of guilt or wrong is, or can be given; 


he may languiſh many months in con- 
| finement without a poſſibility of redreſs: 


and at length, the plaintiff, who hath 


done him this wrong, may either be be- 


yond the reach, or ' unworthy the hand 
of juſt retribution, while the innocent 


man may have endured the greateſt diſ- 
treſs, attended with the moſt ruinous con- 
ſequences ! Several inſtances occur, and 
can be cited of perſons capable of mak- 
ing falſe Aﬀidavits of Debt, who hav- 


ing procured a writ, arreſt and 1mpri- 


ſon the pretended debtor, then decamp, 


or become inſolvent ; the priſoner muſt 
| remain 


g 
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remain in confinement many months, or 
Z two or three terms before his releaſe, and 
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then can have no damages for the per— 
jury or falſe impriſonment, but by a 
proceſs at law which he hath not money 
to engage in. No writ ſhould therefore 
be iflued upon an Affidavit only, nor 
without the ſecurity of two ſubſtantial Houſe- 
keepers for the appearance of the Plaintiff at 
the trial, and his aviding by the deciſion of the 
Court: this would prevent many falſe 
oaths, and falſe impriſonments, to the 
ruin of numbers, and the deſtruction of 
their families. | 
Such public and private national inju- 
ries from the caprice, malevolence, ob- 
ſtinacy, and even barbarity of Creditors, 
ſhould be effectually prevented without 
6 
Many nations have ſuch humane, pru- 
dent laws, particularly France, Flanders, 
Switzerland, Holland, &c. where no per- 
lon can be arreſted for Debt without three 
previous Summonſes, and even not then 


in 
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in his own ho uſe, apartment or ſhop, * 


though the doors be open ; nor on Sun- 


days, that the public and private free 
exerciſe of moral and religious duties 
may not be obſtructed by private civil 


caulcs. 


The preſent laws of arreſts are enor- 
mous, abſurd, irrational, and injurious to 1 
the State, the Debtor, and the Creditor, 1 
enriching only Pettifoggers, Bailiffs, and 2 
Failors, who generally are the worſt, * 
meaneſt, and moſt deteſtable of men. 
A new code of laws relative to arreſts ' 
ſeems to be abſolutely neceſſary, which 


may be (conſonant to Reaſon, Equity, 


Humanity, Policy, and to a free — 


Conſtitution, 

No perſon can be arreſted 
according to the Laws of 
without previous warning; for the 
debtor muſt have the notice of fifteen 
days, by a ſummons to ſome court, and 
there have a fair hearing ; if the debt be 
gull, a Caption is granted, but if he is in 
arreſt, 


for debt, 
Scotland, 


OR NE To. 2 
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arreſt, and pays or compromiſes the ſum, 
he is immediately releaſed, and cannot be 
detained a moment for the coſts, which 
are always /olely paid by the creditor, to 
prevent malevolent and illegal proceſſes; 
but if the debtor is impriſoned, he may 
inform his creditor, by a Public No- 
tary, of his intention to take the benefit 


of the Queen's Act for Inſolvent Debt- 
ors, and after an impriſonment of eight 
days, he goes before a magiſtrate, and 


makes a ceſſion of all his effects, upon 
oath, which inſtantly releaſes him, un- 
lefs a revengful creditor will aliment him, 
which muſt be done that very hour, and 
the magiſtrate is empowered to compel 
the creditor to give the allowance of 


aliment every day, according to the birth, 


ſtation, or family of the priſoner during 
his impriſonment, at ſix, twelve, or eigh- 
teen-pence a day. * 


The 
* In England the debtor is allowed only a groat 


a day, for which he muſt wait three whole terms 
(near 
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24 Areount of the Society for Relief 
The ſalutary effects of theſe laudable 


meaſures prevent vexatious arreſts and 
long impriſonments, to the ruin of the 
ſubjects, and to the detriment of the 
State. | | | 
It will ſcarely be believed, that in 
this kingdom, ſo juſtly applauded for 
its laws and liberty, ſuch powers are 
lodged in the hands of individuals as 
give them a right, in caſes of arreſt, over 
every thing but the lives of their fellow- 
creatures. But let us hope that ſuch 
laws and ſuch powers will not long ex- 
iſt; and happy will this Society be, 
ſhould they be made inſtrumental to the 
aboliſhment of this cruel, unjuſt and im- 
politic practice this vile opprobrium 
of our Lats our boaſted Liberty and 
Chriflianty. 


(near a Year) but the debtors committed in ex- 
ecution by the Court of Conſcience, can have 


NO allowance whatever; — yet, in the City- 


Compters, they may remain during life under an 
execution for five ſhillings. 


Ah, 


Ah, little think the gay, licentious, proud, 
Whom pleaſure, power, and affluence ſurround ; 
They who their thoughtleſs hours in giddy mirth, 
Aud wanton, often cruel, riot waſte; 

Ah, little think they, while they dance along, 

How many pine in want and dungeon glooms, 

Shut from the common air, and common uſe 

Of their own limbs! How many drink the eup 

Of baleful grief, and eat the bitter bread 

Of miſery! Sore pierc'd by wintry winds, 

How many ſhrink into the ſordid hut 

Of cheerleſs poverty! How many ſtand 

Around the death bed of 7»pri/or'd friends, 

And point the parting anguiſh !— 

Can I forget the generous band, 

Who touch'd with human woe, redreſſive ſearch'd 

Tnto the horrors of the gloomy jail? 

Unpity'd and unheard where miſery moans, 

Where fickneſs pines, where thirſt and hunger 
burn, * 


- 


THomsoON. 
The Committee obſerve with pleaſure, 
that no charitable inſtitution hath met 


*The poet ſeems to allude to a ſimilar under- 
taking, by alate alderman and others ; wherein one 
of our Committee was concerned, 
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with a more univerſal concurrence ;* the 
firſt ſums that were collected amounted 
Fg 80 


We have been informed of ſeveral legacies 
for the relief of priſoners, which are not applied 
to the purpoſes for which they were bequeathed. - 
It would be a matter worthy enouiry, what 


other legacies are not yet diſcovered, beſides the 
following which have long lain dormant. 


iſt, The legacy of Mr. Henry Brown, late 
finen-draper ! in the Borough. of Southwark, of gol. 
fer ann, as may appear by the donor's will in Doc 
tors Commons. 

2. The legacy of Mr. James Dodd of zol. per 
ann. to be paid out of a farm at Hartly-row, near 
Hertford-Bridge, in the county of Southampton ; 
ſome years paſt in the occupation of Mr. Cile, 
who lived on the ſaid farm. | 

3. The legacy of Arthur Child, of the county 
of Hertford, Eſq; of 24/. per ann. to be paid out 
of 2201, per aun. lying in the pariſh of Stephenage 
in the ſaid county. This legacy was left in the 
year 16609. 

4. The legacy of Mr. Samuel Weſt, citizen of 
London, of 160. per ann. to be paid out of a ground 

rent 


of Perſons confined for Small Debts. 27 


to only eighty-one pound one ſhilling, 
which the committee expended, and ima- 
gined the affair would then have ended; 
but the beneficence of the public would 
not permit the Committee to ſtop there; 
they voluntarily contributed abundantly; 
and the Committee as freely contributed 
their mites, and gave their attendance 


rent ariſing from ſeveral houſes in Coleman: ſtreet, 
London. ; 5 | 

5. The legacy of Mr. John Hill, of Charlton, 
in the county of Kent, of 124. per aun. to be ola 
out of an eſtate at Charlton aforeſaid ; ſome years 
paſt in the occupation of Sir William Longham. 
This legacy was left in the year 1654. 

6. The legacy of the family of Luſhingtons 
of 111. 135. 4d. per ann. as may appear by the do- 
nor's will in Doctors Commons. 

7. The legacy of Robert Henley, Eſq; of 101: 
per ann. payable by the poſſeſſors of an eſtate ly- 
ing near the church at Harrow on the Hill, in 
the county of Hertford, which eſtate is now, or 
was late, in the family of the Walldoes. | 

The foregoing legacies amount to 15 34. 125. 4d. 
per ann, and have not been paid to the poor pri- 
ners fot many years paſt. 
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ro an impartial diſtribution of the pub- 


lic bounty. — The benefits they have 


been inſtrumental in diffuſing from the 
public benevolence to the diſtreſſed, will 
appear by the general accompts annexed 


to this tract, to which the reader is re- 


ferred, —and he, perhaps, may there 
form an idea of the pleaſure this Com- 
mittee have received in their unremitted 


attention to their ſeveral poſts in execut- 


ing this labor of love to their fellow 
creatures. | 

Several executors and public bodies, 
intruſted with ſums of money to be ap- 


propriated to the diſcharge of debtors, | 


do annually pay thoſe ſums to the So. 


ciety, obſerving that they can diſcharge 


as many perſons for one hundred as any 
private perſon can for 7wvo hundred pounds. 
At firſt the Society paid from four to 
fix pounds for the diſcharge of each 


debtor, but now, at an average, they pay 


about two pounds four ſhillings each. 
| —. 
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The benefactions annually received are 
nearly two thouſand pounds, with which 
the Society diſcharge about nine hun— 
dred debtors. The Committee obſerve 
wich concern, that in the laſt two years 
the diſtreſſes of the poor have increaſed ; 
perhaps in proportion to the increaſe of 
the prices of proviſions, and the decreaſe 
of trade and manufactures, which in a 
few years may operate to the deſtruction 
of the yeomanry or the middle claſs of 
the people the conſequence will ne- 
ceſſarily be, filling the army with ſol- 
diers or the kingdom with a banditti. 

The Committee exult in obſerving, 
that no objections worthy the leaſt no. 
tice have been urged againſt %s plan; 
indeed, it ſpeaks to the heart, —it ad- 
dreſſes every one's ſenſibility, and every 
one's reaſon. Humanity and Juſtice 
equally plead for it; inſomuch that fi- 
milar inſtitutions are already eſtabliſhed 
in other parts of the kingdom: where 
they allo view with horror the mode 

ar whereby 
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whereby our laws of arreſts are at preſent 
executed by a ſtrange miſapplication of 
puniſhment, to oppreſs the innocent, and 
protect or releaſe the fraudulent and de- 
ſigning. ; 

If any ene can commit an action to 
deſerve perpetual impriſonment, it is the 
colluſrve debtor. Yet, ſtrange as it may 
appear, the knavery and duplicity, which 
ought to bring down the ſevereſt cenſure 
of our laws, enables him to evade its ef- 
tes; and he who deſerves their pu- 
niſhment in the greateſt extent, in re- 
ality the leaſt ſuſtains it; for 1mpriſon- 
ment to a man of this diſpoſition, becomes 
the ultimate of his intentions, whoſe ma- 
chinations and plots, to accompliſh his 
ſeeming deſtruction, have. perhaps been 
agitated many months, previous to his 
apparent misfortune ; who, with only 
the externals of inſolvency, ſuffers an 
attachment on his perſon, with a purſe 
flowing as his ſpirits. Vant, the com- 
panion of the wretched, cannot aſſail 
f him 
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him: Plenty decks his table, and con- 
vivial mirth attends it! The idea, that 
impriſonment can be a puniſhment to a 
man under theſe circumſtances, muſt in- 
ftantly vaniſh : he prepares for his ca- 


taſtrophe with the vizard of diſtreſs, and 


by that craft ſets every danger at defi- 
ance; his property is conveyed by pre- 
vious aſſignments, apparent gifts, ſpu- 


rious loans: and with the externals of 


poverty, he poſſeſſes a genial fortune, 
fabricated on the ruin of the credulous, 
honeſt, and unſuſpecting dealer. Such 
is the collyſive debtor, whoſe puniſhment 
may be ſaid toproduce an effect retrogade 
to its very intent, by benefitting thoſe it 
was intended to correct. Impriſonment 
therefore can be no ponent to the 
collufs foe debtor. 

The debtor from misfortune is a cha- 
racter of a different teint ; the very out- 
lines of whoſe miſery, it is diſſicult to 
imagine; and whoſe real ſufferings it is 
unpoſſible to deſcribe ! Eager in the pur- 
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{uit of honour, tenacious of reputation, 


and ſolicitous for the good opinion of 
the world, he labours through life with 
the greateſt avidity, and honeſt induſtry ; 
his wife, his children, and his reputa- 
tion flouriſh around him, and baſk in the 
ſunſhine of his proſperity ; When, amidſt 
this apparent fecurity, perhaps the vil- 
lainy or prejudice of his neighbours may 
blaſt his reputation i loſs may be ſuſ- 
tained by fire ;—his credit may have 
been given too largely ;—his engage- 
ments may have been too extenſive, or 
his loſſes ſudden and confiderable :— 
From all, or any of theſe motives, his 
payments may not have been ſo re- 
gular and certain as cuſtomary ; the 
conſequence may be an arreſt, and 
the unhappy man (who often ſuffers 
more from the ignominv and ſubverſion 
of his fortune, than the creditor from 
the loſs of his money) is in a moment 
dragged from his weeping wite and fa- 
mily, from his friends and from his 
; | dwelling; 


- 
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dwelling; and unable to ſatisfy his cre- 
ditors, his property is confiſcated; his 


wife, his children, from affluence and 
comfort, are turned into the world in a 
ſtate of poverty and miſery! 

It is in vain for a man in theſe cir- 
cumſtances to repreſent the honeſty of 
his intentions. His ability to pay twenty 
ſhillings in the pound is fled, and with 
it every ſocial virtue; Such, at leaſt, is 
the opinion of the ſcce/5fu] part of man- 
kind. Misfortune creates the meta- 
morphoſis, and the tranſition is inſtan- 


tancous; he, who before had honor and 


punctuality, whole reputation was un- 


blemiſhed, whoſe induſtry was com- 


mended, and whole religion and morals 
were quoted as examples to his neigh- 
bours, in a moment becomes diveſted of 


all. His honor becomes pride; his re- 
putation is thought duplicity ; his in- 


duſtry is interpreted cunning; and his 
religion miſconſtrued hypocriſy :—Him- 
{elf and family are ruined, his credit 
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is loſt, —his virtue contaminated, every 
comfort of life is denied ; and, to com- 
pleat the cataſtrophe, the unhappy man, 
with principles of rectitude and equity 
but retarded by inability, is dragged be- 
fore a trial to feel the rigors of 1 impri- 
ſonment. 

The recovery of the debt, the object 
of the plaintiff's purſuit, is defeated by 
his attempt to accompliſh it, (7. e.) 
confinement, Various are the reaſons 
which may be produced in proof of 
the aſſertion, but the following arc 
perhaps the moſt eligible to conſidera- 
tion, When one perſon arreſts another, 
he 1s ſuppoſed to do it with an intent of 
obtaining his debt, and therefore the | 
money 1s expected, or a temporary and 
additional ſecurity by bail; on the fai- 
lure of which, impriſonment generally 
follows, and if the firſt offers of a com- 
promiſe are refuſed, the debtor has ne- 
ver an opportunity again of repeating 
them, becauſe, from confinement, a de- 

creaſo 


creaſe of property becomes certain, For 
the expences ariſing to a debtor on his 
path to, and when in confinement, are 
very great; and the inconſiderate plain- 
tiff ſeldom gives himſelf time to reflect, 


that it is the property of himſelf and 


others, which is by theſe means hourly 
diminiſhing; but, already precipitated 
in the ſtream, plunges on to the deſtruc- 
tion of the debtor, and the certain loſs of 
his debt; ſeldom cooling to judge of 
the conſequences, until his attention is 
awakened by a long bill from his attor- 
ney for the payment of the incidental 
charges. In the mean time the defen- 
dant finding the plaintiff inexorable, 


ſpeedily converts every part of s 


ſubſtance into money, to ſupport 
him while in confinement, and thereby 
_ conſumes that property, which, if 
timely accepted, might have afforded a 
decent dividend. Thus both deceive 
themſelves in their different purſuits ; 
and thence it is obvious that a pri- 

198 


of Perſons confined for Small Debts. 35 


727 ͤ Kd OE EAT Oo ons ei 


"Te L : — 


36 Account of the Society for Relief 


ſon is fo far from leading to the re 
covery of the debt, that it becomes the 
| whirlpool of the debtor's remaining pro- 
perty, which 1s preſently ingulphed, and- 
joſt in the vorlex. : 

It may be obſerved, that, © ſhould 
any of the debtor's: effects appear after 
he is impriſoned, and rendered in exe- 
cution, the plaintiff can certainly avail 
himſelf by a Feri facias.” This is admit- 
ted, but it may be neceſſary to know 
that it cannot be iſſued until a diſcharge 
of the impriſoned perſon be firſt obtained. 

Therefore, confining the body to ob- 
tain a recovery of the debt, becomes 
perfectly nugatory, and in the nature 
and reaſon of things abſurd; becauſe, 
no property is attainable while the body 
is confined; conſequently confinement 
operates againſt the recovery. If pro- 
perty, therefore, be the purſuit of the 
plaintiff, ſnould it not be expected he 
would originally proceed againſt THAT, 
without attaching the body? 


Et 
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It is true, if there are not ſufficient 


effects to diſcharge the demand of the 


plaintiff, the body becomes anſwerablc 
for the deficiency. But, as that body 1s 
ſuppoſed to be then in actual inſolvency, 
and the proceſs againſt a mere corpus 
mortuum; it can only ſerve to gratify the 
wantonneſs or malice of the plaintiff. 
This truly ſavage diſpoſition 1s too 
obvious in this, and in many other in- 
ſtances relating to debt; bur in none 
mor? ſo, than in the arreſting a body 
dead in law, | 
The Recovery of the Debt is frequently 
defeated by the creditor's not per- 
fectly underſtanding the conſequences 
of an arreſt; who generally imagines 
that the expences finiſh with the writ, 
as the attorney, for the moſt part, is un- 
wiiling to intimidate him with an account 
of Declarations, Notices, Iſſues, Fudement, 
and Execution, &c. &c. &. which muſt 
all have a regular proceeding ; for, on 
the leaſt lapſe or default, the debtor be- 
| | cOonles 
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comes diſchargeable by Spe, and 
the coſts fall on the plaintiff, Which are 
always conſiderable, and ſometimes dou- 
ble or treble the original debt. Num- 
bers are us diſcharged from impriſon- 
ment every week from the Marſhalſea, 
and from other priſons every term; the 
inability of proceeding, or dread of fur- 
ther expence, in the plaintiff, often de- 
termines him to loſe the debt, rather 
than add to it. by proceeding to execu- 
tion. | 
Tphe recovery of debt may alſo at any 
time be rendered void (ſhould the debtor 
be of a diſhoneſt principle, and poſſeſſed 
of a moderate portion of money) by 
bailing out the action before he 1s 1n 
execution: This is frequently done, and 
in conſequence thereof the debtor's per- 
fon becomes immediately at liberty ; 
which may find a ſecure aſylum beyond 
the ſeas 'till it is convenient and fafe to 
return. It is true, the plaintiff, in this 
inſtance, has recourſe to the bail; but 
it 
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it is ſeldom attended with ſucceſs, as 
every term in Weſtminſter-hall evinces; 
tor the perſons, who engage in theſe 
precarious ſecurities, are ſenſible of their 
riſque, and are therefore prepared againſt 
every attack, and ſo perfectly acquainted 
with every chicanery, that they gene- 
rally tire the moſt expert and deter- 
mined. 

From the inſtances beforementioned, 
the recovery of the debt ruſt appear very 
precarious, for tho' it be the ſtimulus 
to the purſuit of the plaintiff, yer it is 
rarely, if ever, accompliſhed. Impri- 
ſonment for debt, therefore, on its pre- 
ſent foundation, is irrational and incon-- 
ſiſtent ; the very intent, or effect, being 
perfectly deſtroyed in the attempt; it is 
wantoning with the diſtrefles of each 
other, with no other gratification than 
that of revenge; it is proceeding againſt 
the unfortunate with a ſeverity which 
the barbarity of ſavages would ſhrink at, 
and with a cruelty that humanity and 

civil 
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civil policy muſt bluſh to acknowledge : 
It is worſe than Domitian catching flies. 

It may be further obſerved, that, The 
execution or remiſſion of puniſhment is to- 
tally in the creditor's power, and he 
becomes a deſpotic monarch, from whole 
determination there is no appeal, and 
whoſe arbitrary egotiſm nothing can re- 
move, but the unanimous concurrence 
of the whole kingdom, | 

There 1s, perhaps, no nation in the 
univerſe (at leaſt we hope ſo for the 
honour of its legitlators) that permits 
ſuch an authority to be exerciſed by one 
ſubject over the liberty and property of 
another. It may indeed be objected, 
that bail will prevent an immediate ex- 
ertion of the power; but, ſtrange as it 
may appear, it is a fact, that many per- 
ſons, in apparent flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances, cannot procure bail ; and then, 
on the mere oath of the plaintiff, the 
_ debtor is committed cloſe priſoner to a 
Jail: and ſhould it happen at the end of 
thut 
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that term, which 1s previous to what 
the lawyers call the long vacation, he may 
then remain in this confinement fix or 
eight months, without a poſhbility of 
enlargement, or in any manner deter- 
mining the pretenſions of the plaintiff; 
and at the expiration of this time, ſhould 
they be found ſpeciovs, the priſoner has no 
redreſs, but what is to be procured by a 
long and expenſive law-fuit, which his 
impriſonment has, perhaps, rendered 

him totally incapable of purſuing. 
Should a man, from reſentment or 
worldly advantage, be induced to com- 
mit murder, the preſent mode of impri- 
ſonment for debt ſecurely points him our 
the path: for, on his ſingle oath, he has 
it in his power to take out a writ, and 
| confine the body of another, although 
he ſhall not be indebted to him, nor per- 
haps ever has been, Yet, as the puniſh— 
ment PRECEDES the conviction of the 
crime, the victim may, perhaps, ſuffer 
ſeven or eight months impriſonment be- 
fore 


4% 
"x 
ö 7 
\ 
14 
1 
1 
b 
* 
F 
1 
1 
l 
4M 
'—W 
* 
3 
5 
1 
, 
. 
3 
2 
12 
; 
+ 
1 
1 
—5 
* 
4 
1 65 
9 
Be 
' 
"i 
- — * 
4 
* 7 
"DM 
2 
"= 
5 
$A 
4 
10 
"= 
—- 
E + "4 
A 
* 
7 
* * 
3 
+ 
2 
A 
1 
. . 
4. % 
1 
7 7 
bs 
1 
a> 
"B84 
"£7 
* 
7 
* 
* 7 
A 
1 
I 
; +. © 
Ta 
f 
4 
Y 
7 75 
3 
1 7 
2 * 
"I'S 
LES 
AA F 
2 
. 
1 
* 
n 
9 
12 
1. 
ky 
$&- 
„ * 
9 * 
17 
7 
* "BY 
"is 
"ie 
* 7 
1 
$0 
al 
= 
: £ 
1] 
8 £ 
1 
; Þ 
WNT 
\ ' 
1 
3d 
f i 
b, 
1.77 
9 
4 
1 
1 
wn 
. 
k 
7 


— 


= bart IS. BF rr Rae uf. : 
72 Poe EE Se A 


42 Account of the Society for Relief 


fore the propriety of the proceeding, is 
determined : during which time the'man 
may become ruined in his reputation, 
and his real creditors, (governed, perhaps, 
by that common, but miſtaken maxim, 
« That the unfortunate are altvays in the 
wrong,”) may lodgedetainers againſt him 
for ſums, which it may then not be in 
his power to diſcharge ; when if the 
miſery of his condition does not work 


upon him to deſtroy himſelf, or periſh 
by a broken heart, he may ſecurely be 


removed by medicine. For, notwith- 
ſtanding the Jurors are obliged to fit on 
the body, the inquifition on a man who 
dies in confinement, (and therefore, for 
the moſt part, forſaken by his friends) 
carries with it more the form of law, 
than the execution Every vice, however 
flagrant, every oppreſſion, however 1ni- 


quitous ; may be perpetrated, by the pre- 


ſent mode of impriſonment for debt.. 
« Tf the cuſtom of arreſt cannot be 
aboliſhed, nor impriſonment for debt re- 
moved: 
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moved : Both with propriety, at leaſt, 
may be laid under ſuch regulations, as 
{hall be ſo reconcileable to prudence, and 
adequate to juſtice, that, while the con- 
finement of the debtor is rendered eaſy 
and confiſtent, the claim of the creditor 
ſhall become more ſecure. _ 

If ALL charges attending an »juft 
arreſt, were to fall on the plaintiff, who 
ſhould be compelled in a ſummary way 


to reimburſe the debtor, without the 


formality of a tedious law ſuit, it may 
prevent a number of villainous and 
vexatious writs; nor will a man be 
obliged to lay many months in priſon 
only for his fees, when he becomes diſ- 


chargeable by ſuperſedeas on the diſcon- 


tinuance of an action; for a debtor may 


frequently, from various cauſes, be re- 


lieved from the debt, and not have the 
power to pay coſt or“ fees: whereas, did 
they fall on the plaintiff, the debtor would 


* It is an invariable rule with the ſociety never 
to pay the attorney's colts of ſuit, But they al- 
ways pay the priſon fees, 
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in conſequence become diſchargeable, 
whenever this action became ſuperſede- 
able. 

A man may be arreſted from malice or 


caprice, without being applied to for the 
debt, and often without any account ren- 


dered; becauſe the plaintiff, in the pre— 
ſent inſtance, is ſure not to ſuffer for his 
wantonneſs (unleſs it is carried to iſſue, 
which may not often be the caſe) and the 
coſts conſequently fall on the debtor, 
which, on the preſent faſhionable mode 
of caption, by what the lawyers term 
a ſpecial original, often exceeds tne debt. 
On the contrary, was the plaintiff eligi- 
Ble to the incurred expence, it would, in 
a great part, or perhaps totally put a pe- 
riod to ſuch abuſes, as he would never 
proceed to an arreſt, without a poſitive 

probability of recovering the debt” 
The practice of ſearching the office 
for a Sit, mentioned page 16, ſhould be 
aboliſhed; the ſociety have done their ut. 
moſt to rectify this abuſe, A man may be 
arreited 


. 
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arreſtedin either of the four counties, and 
although the money ſhall be paid in diſ- 
charge of the debts and coſts, together 
with every attending expence, yet ſhall 
this man be held in cuſtody under pre- 
tence, * that © the office muſt be ſearched 
before he can be diſcharged, to know if 
any other writs are againſt him, from a 
received opinion that the Sheriff is an- 
{werable for every writ that is againſt the 
debtor : This is notoriouſly trifling with 
the misfortunes of mankind, to augment 
the fees of office; for, it cuſtom, as well 
as law, be founded on reaſon, it muſt 
declare, that the Sherif is ſufficiently ex- 
onerated by making a return to the real 
caption, without being expected to an- 
ſwer for thoſe with which he is not actu- 
ally charged.+ This lo Pagrant an impo- 

 fition 


* Vide page 16, 
| + The ſociety have frequently complained to 
the ſheriffs of London and Middleſex of this 
abuſe, which the attormes call a fiſit, already 


yel 
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ſition, and abuſe of office, has long eſ- 
caped that regulation it demands. It 
may not, perhaps, be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that in France * no ſecond charge 
can be lodged againſt the body, till it is 
free from the firſt,” 


It is ſubmitted, whether an arreſt 
ſhould be ſerved in a man's dwelling ; 
the debtor, on confinement, ſhould 
be regularly proceeded againſt without 
any delay, until he 1s in execution ; or 
in default of ſuch procceding, may ſue 
out his ſuperſedeas without waiting 7hree 
terms as in the preſent practice of the 
courts. 


hinted at in page 16 but cannot obtain an abolition 
thereof, altho* there is no authority for the 
demand, but in a book of rules made by the attor- 
nies, who demand the fee, and whofe principal plea 
for the exorbitant demand, is, „at thoy buy 
&« their places, and muſt make the moſt of them.” 
yet it ſhould be remembered, for the honour of 
two or three attornies, that they are aſhamed of 
the impoſition, and have given up the demand. 


An 
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An attorney will object to this, How 
can the debtor be proceeded againſt, in 
a vacation, when the courts do not fit ? 
There lies the great part of the evil, — 


Perhaps the wiſdom of the legiſlature 


may find a remedy, by a juſtice of the 


peace, or bench of juſtices on a rotation, 
—Delay of juſtice is very injurious to 


a commercial people, and inconſiſtent 


with the idea of good government; yet 


it is common for the plaintiffs againſt 
perſons committed to the city compters, 
to deliver declarations, but proceed no 
farther, until the debtor obtains, at his 
own expence, a rule of court to proceed 
to trial; which expence, though ſmall, 
debtors have ſometimes not been able to 


' raiſe the money to defray in ſeveral 


months, and ſometimes have been obliged 
to ſell or pawn their cloaths or bedding 
for that purpoſe ;—and after long con- 
finement, their debts on trial have been 
found ſurreptitious; and tho' in that 


Caſe the debtor may get his cauſe in a 
court 
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court of juſtice, yet he muſt be content 


with the loſs of time—of goods —of re- 


putation—and buſineſs. They cannot 


proſecute the villiain that ruined him, 


having no money for law or tor bread. 

The following hints may contribute 
to correct the mal-practice of impriſon- 
ment for {mall debts. 

The abolition of Gaolers fees appears 
to be the ground work of ſuch a refor- 
mation; No Goaler, or his dependants 
ſhould be ſuffered to take any fee what- 
ever But ſalaries adequate to their trou- 


ble, ſhould be paid to them by the Quar- 


ter Seſſions, or other Community under 
whom they act. 

But no Gaoler, (or attorney at the 
compters) ſhould be allowed to purchaſe 


The reader may receive further important imfor'- 


mation from tbe peruſal of the Hon. Mr. Howard's 


Trae on the State of the Gaols in Great Britain— 
A work compiled from HIS moſt laborious inſpectiou, 


and a Philantropy that does honor to the avriter, and 


the cauſe of humanity, in this age of luxuryand dliſi- 
nation. 
their 
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their employments for any confidera- 
tion whatever; whilſt that is permitted, 
the poor will be always harraffed by their 
impoſitions, for the reaſons mentioned in 
the note, page 46. 

When the debtor is in execution, his 
effects ſhould be ſurrendered upon oath, 
and divided amongſt his creditors; but 
in conſequence of ſuch ſurrender, the 
body ſhould be diſcharged, and the debt- 
freed from all future demands, in the 
| ſame manner as a certificated bankrupt. 

If four-fifths of the creditors in num- 
ber, and in value, ſhall at any time, 
while the debtor is it large, demand 
an inſpection of his affairs, it ſhould 
be deemed as an act of the whole body; 
and the debtor be obliged to ſubmit 
to ſuch inſpection: and the creditors 
may have it in their power to conclude 
ſuch terms as ſhall ſeem to them moſt 
eligible, and which ſhall be binding to 
all the other creditors. 

D No 
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No fale, aſſignment, or conveyance 
of any kind, made by the debtor, after 
the writ has been ſerved, ſhall be effec- 
tual; all his effects being then conſi- 
dered as the property of his creditors. 

As the above article makes the debtor 
ſpeedily an inſolvent, and his effects be- 
come the property of the creditors, one 
ſnilling per day may be paid to the 
debtor from the day of his impriſonment 
to the day of his diſcharge; out of the 
debtor's effects (if any) but otherwiſe at 
the expence of the plaintiff, or, in de- 
fault thereof, the debtor to be diſ- 
charged. 
In the province of Jamaica, the land of 
abject ſlavery, no Freeholder can have a 
perſonal attachment ſerved upon, nor 
is any capias permitted to iſſue againſt 
him, the proceedings being always againſt 
his property, which only becomes liable. 
In Holland, and in France, the debtor 
is nolonger held, than whilſt he can make 


a ſur- | 


of Perſons confined for Small Debts. 51 


a ſurrender of his effects, which is con- 
ſidered as an exoneration, and the body 
is free: Scotland, in the year 1754, to 
the honor of its adminiſtration, rejected 
the impriſonment of the body, as a ſpu- 
rious production, unknown to the mo- 
ther law; nor, indeed, is any thing more 
inconſiſtent with the rights of mankind ; 
and if the cuſtom was authorized by the 
laws, it ought to be ſtruck out of the 
general code, as a remnant of barbariſm 
already exploded by all the wiſe commer- 

cial ſtates 1n the world. 
The inſtrument, called a declaration, 
was intended merely to ſet forth the cauſe 
of the action, and the defendant's refuſal 
to make ſatisfaction to the Plaintiff; and 
therein ſhould always be inſerted the 
names of two perſons, Pledges to the de- 
fendant for carrying on the proſecution to 
a trial;—But how are the laws of the 
land perverted by the practitioners of the 

law! 

7 7 By 
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By the common practice, the declara- 
tion need not be delivered to the deb- 
tor, until after the return of the writ, 
which may be ſeveral weeks,* more 
or leſs according to the diſtance of time 
from the arreſt to the return of the writ, 
which 15 governed by the term ; ſo that 
the priſoner is puniſhed by impriſon- 
ment at the zvill of a fellow fubject, be- 
fore he is found guilty, —The declara- 
tion, which might be compriſed in 
EIGHT Lines, is ſtretched and tortured 
by a Farrago, not of language, but of 
Babeliſms, an unintelligible jargon of 
words without 1deas, that would diſgrace 
an Hottentot ; and which, it printed in 
this book, would make eight pages; 
add to this, that tho' the law has wiſely 
provided, that two perſons, on behalf of 
the plaintiff, ſhall be pledges to proſecute 
to a trial, yet the names of the phages in- 
ſerted in the declarations are fictitious ; 
JOHN DOE and RICHARD ROE, 
who never exiſted, and therefore cannot 


* See page 20 and 21, 


be 
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be puniſhed for being pledges to proſecute 
a falſe debt; becauſe they are not to be 
found in this world or the other. 

Here appears an evil worthy the cor- 
rection of the judges Ha proceſs at law, 
whereby an innocent man is puniſhed 
without conviction and that proceſs 
carried on by a chain of LIES, and the 
LIARS protected from proſecution, by 
the corrupt practice of thoſe laws; or, 
by the amazing expence of proſecu- 
tion againſt an unjuſt plaintiff or his aſ- 
ſociates. 3 
Laus ſbould be founded in EQUITY; 

aud the execution of them carried on in 
TRUTH; or the former will be ab- 
horred, and the latter contemned, ſo long 
= as the ſubjects of their oppreſſion have 
= underſtanding to diftivguiſh between 
right and wwrong; the laws of arreſts, as 
practiſed, cannot be obligatory on any 
ſubject, becauſe he cannot underſtand 


them. 
D 3 Another 
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Another injury ariſing from a long 
impriſonment, is, that the debtor's 
friends, tired with repeated applications, 
deſert him; his connections from long 
captivity are loſt, and a mind unſup- 
ported by philoſophy and religion, is 
often vitiated by thoſe connections; in- 
ſomuch that when the priſon doors become 
open for his enlargement, he in a manner 
ſtands alone, and deſerted. Should his diſ- 
poſition lead him to labor, to whom ſhall he 
apply for employment? Friendleſs, forlorn, 
and unrecommended, the thriving world 
diſclaim him; his neceſſities urge, and 
famine aſſails him. To relieve the calls 
of nature he has at laſt recourſe to illicit 
practices; and with reluctance, becomes 
the companion of thieves, and midnight 
depredators. Hence is augmented the 
Recorder's liſt; and Tyburn groans with 
the accumulated weight of theſe wretched 
malefactors! Hence our aſſizes are re- 
plete with felons; and our counties with 
executions. 


The 
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The preſent mode of perſonal attach- 
ments for ſmall Debts, is not only op- 
preſſive on the lower elaſſes of the peo- 
ple, but injurious to the community, be- 
cauſe the practice operates moſt againſt 
thoſe who are the nerves and ſtrength of 
that community; whilſt others, who are 


eventually cloathed and fed by them, 


in a ſuperior claſs of Society, may find 
relief under inſolvent circumſtances, from 
the laws of bankruptcy. This ſuperior 
claſs are uſeful in their rank of Society 
as drones are in an hive—they are ne- 
ceſſary; but the laboring bee fabricates 
the honey, and is moſt expoſed to de- 
ſtruction by the mal- practice of thoſe 
laws that ſhould protect them. 

The preſent king of Sweden, in the 
month of October, (1773) iſſued a pro- 
clamation, that © For the future no per- 
e fon ſhould be detained in cuſtody, who 
« pave up his All to ſatisfy his. 74 
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in trade, rent-rolls of eſtates, and ſecu- 
„ rities for money, ſhall be lodged with 
the committee of the corporation in 


* each borough; whoſe ſyndic, or town- 
3 clerk, is to examine debtors on oath, 


« in preſence of a notary who muſt atteſt 
c their diſcoveries, taken in writing, and 
„ figned by themſelves ; after which the 


* debtor is to be diſcharged. Thoſe who 


c 


* 


ſhall refuſe to ſubmit to ſuch exami- 
6 nations, or endeavour to eſcape, in a 
« clandeſtine manner, are to be ſent to 
ce the gallies for life; and on rendering 
« falſe accounts, to ſuffer death as fe- 
6e lons,” 

This edict is a proof of the humanity 
of the king of Sweden, and a plain indi- 
cation, that the Swedes are proceeding to 
a total extirpation of the barbarous cuſ- 
tom. Let not our kingdom then be 
the laſt to extirpate a procedure ſo de- 
ſtructive and oppreſſive to the ſubject, fo 
contrary to the rights of nature, and ſo 
oppoſite to the law and conſtitution of 
| England, 
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England, whoſe founders, the ENG- 
LISH SAXONS, knew not the prac- 
tice —it is an exotic—a Norman curſe, 
- which none can juſtify or approve, but a 
profligate attorney. FO. 
Debtors, frequently from fear of the 
injuries they are expoſed to by arreſts, 
reſolve to live in priſon to ſpend thoſe 
effects. which might have been divided 
among mild creditors,—or portion out 
their fortunes to their families, in defi- 
ance of their creditors and the law, which 
ſtep the debtor is induced to take from 
his reaſoning, that while the body is 
held in priſon, it is a ſatisfaction for the 
debt.“ 
The dread of impriſonment gives birth 
to many crimes, it is the nurſe of of kna- 
very and. evaſion; whereas, the man in 
| fluctuating circumſtances, convinced 
that the greateſt evil. which couid hap- 
pen would be to give up ALL his pro- 
perty ſor the payment of his debts, 
would fearleſs ſtand in the face of his 
D 5 Creditors: 
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creditors with a true diſcloſure and an 
honeſt ſurrender. | 
Far the greater number of the objet 
releaſed by this Society are Max urAcru- 
RERS, SEAuEN, LABOURERS, and SER- | 
VANTS, Whoſe uſefulneſs - cut off from 
ſociety by impriſonment-— is thus hap- 
pily reſtored to the public, So that this 
charity claims attention not only from the 
humanity of its deſign, but alſo from the 
advantages which it derives to the com- 
munity in general: Not to mention the 
relief thus afforded to the reſpective 
pariſhes, (upon which the wives and fa- 
milies of the wretched objects muſt in 
all probability have become a burden) 
and the benefits reſulting to the honeſt 
Creditor from this ſalutary interpofition 
to liquidate and diſcharge his demands 
by compoſition. | | 
On a review of the Society's books, 
it appears that various confiderable debts, 
to the amount of SEVENTY-FIVE THOU- 
SAND POUNDS and upwards, have been 


ſo compounded and reduced, as to 
bring 
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bring the objects ſo relieved within the 
ſcope and original intention of the cha- 
rity; and at the time of compounding 
ſuch debts, equal attention hath been 
con ſtantly paid to the peculiar circum- 
ſtances both of the creditor and his 
helpleſs debtor. 

The utility of the 0 will far- 
ther appeer from the conſideration, that 
every poor man's labour may be efti- 
mated, at an average, to be worth two 
ſhillings and fixpence per day, or three 
pounds five ſhillings per month; now 
the Society having ſet at liberty about 
fix thouſand ſuch perſons, the benefit, 
immediately derived to the commu— 
nity, will amount to thirty nine thou- 
ſand pounds, & ſuppoſing each of thoſe 
perſons to have obtained their liberty 
only two months ſooner than they would 
have obtained it, without the aſſiſtance 
of the Societv; but if to this benefit dif- 
fuſed to che community, we add that of 


* Near FOUR times the ſum they have received 
from the public — Ie no: this a glorious harveſt 2 
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Rt. Hon. Ld. Buravcnamy. 
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prev enting ſuch numbers and their fa- 
milies becoming burthenſome to their 
ſeveral parithes, who can aſcertain the 


amazing utility of this charity; a ſtrik- 
ing conſideration, ſurely to the man 


the citizen—the tradeiman—the mer- 
chant—the ſenator and the chriſtian, 
Encouraged, greatly encouraged by 


the munificence of the public of every 


rank; the committee diſtributed their 
bounty as mentioned page 27. And to 
give the undertaking greater permanen- 


cy, it was reſolved to form a Society; 


and at a general meeting of the bene- 


factors on the 5th of May, 1772, 


TheRt. Hon. Lord ROMNEY ac- 
cepted the office of Preſident, 
And the Rt. Hon. Ld. Chief 


Baron SMy THE. 5 
2 Vice- 


Hon: Mr. Juſtice NanES, and Prefidents. 
Joun TRORN TOR, Eſq. 
Mr. NEILD, Treaſurer, 


Mr. NELME, Secretary. 


Then the following Rules and Orders 
were read and agreed to. 1 
RULES 
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RULES aww ORDERS 
I. Nans of the Cuarirty. 


FU HAT this inſtitution be called, 
« The SOCIETY for the Dis- 


CHARGE and RELIEF of Perſons impriſoned 
for SMALL DEBTS. 


II. Orricers. 
That this charity do conſiſt of a Preſi- 
dent, four Vice-Preſidents, a Trea- 
furer, Secretary and Committee. 


III. CouuirrEE. 

1. That the Committee be open to, and 
conſiſt of all ſuch perſons as are quali- 
fied to be Governors. 


2. That of the Committee five W e 
conſtitute a quorum. 


IV. MkEETINGS. 


1. That there be an ANNUAL MEETING, 
on or about the 5th of May. 


* Tt has been found neceſſary to add a fifth; 
one of the preſent Vice Preſidents being in the 
Eaſt Indies: ſee their names in the general ac- 
count annexed to this Tract, 

2. That 
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2. That there be four quarterly general 
meetings in every year. 

3. And alſo a meeting of the committee 
on every * Wedneſday evening during 
the winter months, or otherwiſe in the 
ſummer months, as to the committee 
may ſeem neceſſary and proper. 

4. Of all which ſeveral meetings due 
notice ſhall be given by advertieſment 
in the public news-papers. 

5 That the place for holding all ſuch. 
meetings be at the Thatched-Houſe Ta- 
dern, in St. James's ſtreet, or other- 
wiſe, as ſhall be thought moſt con- 
venient. = 

6. And that the weekly, or other meet- 

ings of the committee on Wedneſday 


* Weekly meetings were neceſſary in the in- 
fancy of this charity; but ſuch forms have been 
adopted from the experience of the Committee, 
that, in its maturity, meeting ance in a fortnight is 
ſound to be fully ſufficient. 

+ The Society have found it neceſſary to take 
an office, at No. 7, Crawen-ſreet, Strand; Where 
the buſineſs of the charity is now tranſacted. 


evenings, 
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evenings, begin . conſtantly at five 
o'clock, and end at eight ; when the 

accounts are to be adjuſted, and the 

books cloſed. 


V. Of the TrEASURER, 


1. That he receive all benefactions, keep 
an account of all receipts and pay- 

ments, and adjuſt the ſame at the four 
general quarterly courts, or oftener, 
if required by the reſt * the gover- 
nors. 

2. He is to advance no monies on ac- 
count of the charity, unleſs authorited 
thereto: by writing under the hand of 
three of the committee, at the time of 
their Wedneſday evening meetings. 


Vi. of the SECRETARY. 


He is to be preſent at all the meetings of 
of the Governors, to take the minutes; 
receive and prepare all | petitions; 
make the neceſſary enquiries, and re- 
port, 
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port to the committee concerning 
them; to draw up the accounts; and 
carry on the correſpondence and bu- 
ſineſs of the charity, under the direc- 
tion of the committee. 


VII. Of GovERNORõ in general, and their 
Qualification. 


1. That this charity be ſupported by an- 
nual ſubſcriptions, or other voluntary 
benefactions. 

2. That all annual ſubſcribers of or 
above the ſum of two guineas, are, and 
ſhall be eſteemed Wen and. of 
the Committee. 

3. That if any annual fubſeriber th ſhall be 
more than two years in arrear, his 
power as a Governor ſhall ceaſe, until 
ſuch arrears are paid. 


4. That all benefactions at, or above 
the ſum of twenty guineas, now are, 
and ſhall be eſteemed perpetual Go- 
vernors. 


5. That 
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5. That the nomination of officers be in 
the Governors, and determined by a 
majority. 


VIII Of the OsJxcrs t be relieved. 


1. They ſhall be perſons afzolly impri- 
ſoned, whoſe reſpective debts, or the 
compoſition for whoſe debts, ſhall not 
exceed the ſum of TEN PounDs. 


2. That women ſhall be equally intitled 
to the benefit of this charity as men. 


3. That ſuch debtors ſhall have the pre- 
ference as are moſt aged or infirm 
have the largeſt families unprovided 
for; as are the moſt likely to be uſe- 
ful to the community, and appear to 
have loſt their liberty by unavoidable 
misfortunes; at leaſt ot by fraud, vice, 
or extravagance. 

4. That ſuch impriſoned debtors as 
have helpleſs families, who ſuffer by 
the faults of their principal, and, are ty 
undeſervedly reduced to poverty, the f 

com- 
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committee ſhall be at liberty to give 
the family ſome aſſiſtance, in propor- 
tion to their diſtreſſes, and agreeable 
to the intention of the charity. 


5. That no perſon be delivered a ſecond 


time, unleſs 1t ſhall appear to the com- 
mittee that their ſecond misfortune 
cannot be imputed to their own fault. 


6. That an account be annually pub- 
| liſhed of the number of perſons diſ- 
charged and relieved, but their names 
not mentioned; together with an ac- 
count of the ſums paid for them, and 
ol the priſons from whence they were 
reſpectively diſcharged. 

7. That at the time of diſcharge, a 
ſhort printed EXHoRTATION be given 
to every perſon releaſed, 


IX. Of PETITIONS and PETITIONERS. 


That petitions be received only on a 
Wedneſday. That the committee re- 
fer ſuch petitions to the ſecretary, for 

Ry 
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his examination and enquiry, during 
the current week. That the report he 
ſhall make on them be conſidered at 
the next committee meeting ; and that 
they be proceeded on accordingly, in 
preference to any other applications. 
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To Account of the Society for Relief 
oy: DD EE OO. 
FOR THE 


DEBTOR's Application to this 
SOCIETY for RELIE FC. 


Each of the Gaolers ſend to the Society, 
a Monthly Liſt of Debtors who deſire relief, 
under the following heads: 
Date of commitment, — name; —age;— 
profeſſion number of family ;—late place 
of abode;—ſum ſworn to by the plaintiff ;— 
for what the debt was contracted ;—plaintiff's 
name ;—plaintiff's addreſs ;—and names of 
perſons who will vouch for the debtor's cha- 
racer for ſobriety, integrity, and induſtry. _ 
Then the Debtor receives gratis from the 
gaoler a copy of the following printed Pe- 
tition: 
To the Right Honourable the PRESIDENT, the 
VIcE-PRESIDENES, and the other Members 
of the Society for the Diſcharge and Relief of 
perſons impriſoned for Small Debts. 
The humble Petition of | 
late of Street, in the 
Pariſh of 
in the County of 
SMEWETH, 
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SHEWETH, 


Tus A T your Petitie ber- l not received 
any relief from your Society heretofore; ; That he 


is in the | Year of his + nfo 4 
| 1fe and 
Age: by profeſſion a Viale ef 
and hath * | Children if 
* 


+ Inſert tie 

$:4e of the 

THAT he was committed to this nien of Priſon where 

the Debtor is 
: confined, 

Day of and is now 


t Inſert th 
confined on the + ſide of the 5% . the 


ſaid Priſon, for a Debt of / $6. fees E 5 
due to 1 | ode. 


| In ſert what 
of Street, in the Pariſh of * v/Va- 
| ue the Pri- 


foner had of 
tas Plaintiff 


for | 8 or the Debt, 
which Debt the Plaintiff hath ſworn to, and Here men« 


; _ „an the Des 
proceeded againſt your petitioner to a) = : 


Trial, or 

Fudgment,as 

| | the Caſe may 

THAT it may require „ s. d. be; endif & 
to obtain your Petitioner's Liberry, who hav- 4% Tine ; 


ing no Effects or Power to diſcharge the ſame, 45 bo ans 


moſt humbly prays to partake of your Bounty, Rox. 
in 
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in ſuch way as to you may ſeem meet; and 


* Iſert the refers to* 


Names, Pro- of 
Jeſſrons, and 1 
/ — 5 . the Pariſh of 


Abode of two 
Houſekeepers | and 
who are ac- oe 


uainted | | 
540 the | Street in the Pariſh of 
Priſoners | 
(4ſe. | 
for a Character of his Sebriety, Integrity, and 
Induſtry. 


N. B. DEBTORS who defire to partake of this 
Charity, muſt apply by PETITION ONLY; @ 
printed Form of which may be had of their reſpec- 
ive Keepers GRATIS. | 

Thar Form muſt be filled up FULLY and 

' EXACTLY as above directed, or the Petition will 
not be attended to, thereby the Petitioner's Caſe 
will correſpond with the Keeper's monthly Liſt. 

Let the PETITIONS be kept CLEAN, and ſeni 
by the Penny-Poft incloſed and directed 


To be put into the LET TER-Box, No. 7, in 
CRAVEN-STREET, STRAND, 
6X An Attempt to impoſe on the SOCIETY in 
ANY Particular, will prevent Yo Petitioner being 
relieved, 


When 
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When the Society receive the Petition, it 
is incloſed in a copy of the following Letter, 
and ſent to the Perſon to whom the Petitioner 
refers for a Character ; which, if approved of, 
renders the Petitioner an object of the Soci- 
ety's Attention. 

Society for the Diſcharge and Relief 
of Perſons impriſoned for Small 
Debts. 

CRAVEN STREET, Strand, the of 177 
| a Priſoner 
in the Gaol of © for a Debt 
of £ having ſent the 
incloſed Petition for Relief, and referred to you 
for a Character; the Society requeſt the Favor of 
a Line, with your Opinion concerning the Pett- 
tioner's Character for SOBRIETY, INTEGRITY 
and INDUSTRY ; If ALL the Aſſertions in the 
Petition are, or are not, true ;— Particularly rohe. 
ther he can, or cannot raiſe an}, and what Part, 

of the Money required to obtain his Liberty. 

Be pleaſed to write your opinion relative to each 
head of enquiry FULLY on the back of this Letter 
and return it by the Penny« Poſt, with the Petition 
inloſed, and directed. 

To be put into the LzrrER-Box, No. 75 in 
CRAVEN-STRERT, STRAND, 
E It 


74 Account of the Society for Relief 


Tf the Petitioner's Character is approved by 
the Committee, the following Notice is ſent 
to the Petitioner, _ | 
Send this to your PLAINTIFF immediately. 


Society for the Diſcharge and Re- 
lief of Perſons impriſoned for 
Small Debts. 


CRAFVEN-STREET, Strand, the of 177 
Og a Priſoner 
inthe . at your ſuit for a Debt 
of L Ss. di. hath petitioned this SOCIETY 
for their charitable Afiſtance, and being found in 
great Diſtreſs, the SOCIETY have 
| RexsoLveD, 
To offer a Compoſition for the Debt , thepe* 
fore, if you will exonerate the Priſoner, and de- 
liver up all Notes or other Obligations, ſubſiſting 
between you, be pleaſed to be at the Lodge of the 
faid Prifon | 
On next, at 
o' Clock preciſely, 
when you may receive ſuch Compoſition, and the 
Priſoner be immediately reſtored to his Liberty, 
Occupation, and Family. 

The Compoſition being accepted, the Gaol 
| Fees are immediately paid, and the Debtor 
ſet at Liberty, with ſome little Donation ac- 

cording 
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cording to the Number and Diſtreſs of his 
| Family. 


And in order to prevent impoſition by 


S$WINDLERS, the Society have found it ſome- 
times neceſſary to apply to the Plaintiff for 
his Teſtimony, concerning the ee by the 
following Letter. 


SOCIETY for the Diſcharge and Relief of 
Perfons impriſoned for SMALL DeprTs. 
CRAYVEN-STREET, STRAND« 


the of 177 
a Priſoner at your ſuit in the 


Gael of por a Debt f V. 5. d. 
hath petitioned this Society for their charitable aſ- 


Iiſance; who, being defirous of diſtributing th: 


benevolence of the Public to every worthy object 
(and to them only) requeſt to be informed by yeu 
of the manner in which the Debt was contrafted : 

Il hether in the common and ordinary courſe of 
Buſineſs, or by ſpecious Pretences; and of ſuch 
other circumſtances as may enable the ſociety to judge 
of the Petitioner's true character, and of his qua- 
l:;fication to partake of the public bounty from this 
rharity. 


Be pleaſed to write your Anſwer on the back of this 
Paper—and direct it 


Jo be put into the Letter Box, No. 7, Cxraven- 
Street, Strand. 


E 2 FORM 
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FORM ef BEQUESTS, or LEGACIES. 


A. B. do give and bequeath unto The 
TREASURER of the SOCIETY for the 
DISCHARGE and RELIEF of Perſons impri- 
foned for Small Debts, the Sum of 
zo be paid out of my perſonal Eftate, to be by bim | 
applied, (with the Conſent of the Governors 


thereof) for the ſole Uſes and n of that 


humane Inſtitution. 


| N. B. Any Legacy ariſing from Lands, is 
void by the Statute of Mortmain. 


LEGACIE S Received. 


124% Oſborne — 208 © 
Mr. Daniel Remy — 100 0 
Mrs. Henrietta Maria Tomlinſon 405 o 
John Cale, Eſq; — 200 0 
A Lady —= — — 50 0 
Mr. John Biſpham — 50 © 
Mr. Robert Clee — — 50 o 
1063 0 © 
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HE rules and orders of the Society 

and the forms for carrying the be- 
nevolent deſigns of the public into effec- 
tual execution, have been honored by the 
general approbation and encouragement 
of all ranks of people among us, inſo- 


much, that ſome of the public city com- 
panies, executors, and other truſtees for 
diſtributing annual ſums of money for 
diſcharge of poor debtors, have made the 
Society their Almoners, under a tull con- 
viction that the Socicty, from the expc- 
rience they have acquired, do diſcharge 
as many Debtors, for ONE hundred 
pounds, as they can diſcharge for TWO 
hundred pounds; notwithſtanding the 
Society are at all times ready to act ac- 
cording to the general directions of ſuch 
truſtees, and to render to them accurate 
liſts of the Debtors diſcharged, with the 

money ſo intruſted to their diſtribution. 
TIME, which affects the various vi- 
ciſhtudes in human life, has alſo made 
ſome changes in the Society; but hu— 
E 3 manity 


% 
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l manity—Philantrophy—and Chriſtianity 
1 are {till the ſame; ſo that tho* ſome of 
A the NOBLE, the GREAT, and the 
Y GOOD, have been removed, others have 
become the friends of the diſtreſſed Deb- 


tor 1n their ſtead ;—the preſent officers 
of the Society are 


*The Rt. Hon. Ld. Rouxkx, Preſident, 
The Rt. Hon. Carl of Surr- 


BROOk, 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Viſc, 

BEAUCHAM P, vice 
H * 9 f 

W Mr. Juſtice Preſidents, 


EpwarD WHELER, Eſq. 
The Hon. Sir SipxkY M- 


DOWS, ] 
Mr. NxEILD, Treaſurer, 
Mr. NELME, Secretary. 


The Committee are compoſed of ſuch 
annual benefactors as chooſe to attend. 
They meet every other Wedneſday 
(at their own Expence) to tranſact the 
buſineſs of this Society; which buſineſs 
being 
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being now reduced to a regular ſyſ- 
tem, does not require a more frequent 
attendance, 

N. B. Perſons defirous of eſtabliſhing 
ſimilar ſocieties in other parts of the 
kingdom, may have, Gratis, copies of 
the modes of buſineſs the Society have 
adopted—and if they find any deficiency 
or defect therein, the Society will be 
thankful for their information and ad- 
Vice. 
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EXHORTATION 

S138 Kofi, 

DEBTOR RELEASED, 

LAT 

8 U K TY 
ken, 


DISCHARGE Ap RELIEF 
O F 


PERSONS impriſoned for SMALL DpBTs. 


My FRIEND. 


APPY in a deliverance from the 
H miſeries of a jail, through the 
"= goodneſs of GoD, and the charity 

of your fellow creatures, you cannot be 
inſenſible that it is your duty To BE 


THANKFUL, 


Your 
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Your firſt, and moſt grateful thanks 
are due to Gop, your creator, redeemer 
and preſerver, whoſe good providence is 
over all his creatures: and, in full proof 


of it, he hath not ſuffered you to lan- 


guith in melancholy confinement ; but 
regarding your diftreſs with a fatherly 
eye, hath reſcued you from it, through 


means wholly unexpected and unmerited 


by you. 

Offer up, therefore, to this great and 
gracious author of your deliverance, the 
earneſt and unfeigned thankſgiving of 
your heart. Cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
What jhall T render unto the Lord, for all 
the benefits that he hath done unto me © I vill 
er unto him the ſacrifice of thankſoiving, 
aid will call upon the name of the Lord *. 
Conſider how eaſy to yourſelf this. tri- 
bute of praiſe and gratitude is, while it 
is of all others the moſt acceptable to 
God, as being ſome proof of a ſincere 


* Pſalm cxvi. 11, 15. 
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82 Account of the Society for Retief 
and honeſt heart. And at the ſame time 
recollect, that a deficiency in it, will not 
only ſhew you unworthy of paſt, but may 
uſtly deprive you of future favours from 
"God. It is therefore no leſs your duty 
than your intereſt, to be thankful. 

Gratitude to God is the well-ſpring and 
fountain-head, as it were, of every other 
virtue. They who excel in it, can ne- 
ver be deficient in ' gratitude to their 
earthly beuefuctorz. 

It is to them under the Divine Provi- 
dence, that you owe all your preſent 
views of future happy life. They, mo- 
ved by a generous commiſeration of your 
diſtreſſes, have diſcharged your Debts, 
have opened to you the priſon gates, and 
given youagain that, which is of all things 
molt deſirable to human creatures—the 
enjoyment of LIBERTY! Perfectly difin- 
tereſted as their Charity is towards you, 
you cannot fail to hold it in the higheſt 
eſtimation; you cannot fail to offer up 

pour fervent and conſtant Prayers for the 
F | | humane 
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humane Imparters of it: and to ſhew 


yourſelf worthy of their pity, and their 


bounty, and by ſeriouſly reflecting on 


the proper means to improve the happi- 


neſs which they have communicated. 
To this end, after having offered up 
your earneſt Prayers and Thankſpivings to 


Gop, and implored his bleſſing on your 


Benefattors, intreat Hi to enlighten your 
mind, while 1n ſerious thought you RE- 
FLECT (with a determined purpoſe to 
act agreeably to thoſe refleEtions) on the 
cAvsEs which deprived you of liberty, 
and lodged you within the mournful 
walls of a priſon. 
If thoſe cavsts were evil, if vice and 
Folly, Extravagance and Diſſipation 
wrought your overthrow, and involved 
you in thoſe debts which the humanity 
of your country has ſo generouſly diſ- 
charged; remember that the ſame cauſes 
will always produce the ſame effects : 
and that if abuſing the preſent providen- 
tial mercy, you indulge in and purſue 
your former vices, diſtreſſes more fatal 
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than before will moſt certainly enſue. 
For that humanity which before relieved, 
will then be averted from you, and no 
more open her liberal hand to relieve.* 
You will return to, and perhaps periſh 
in confinement, deſervedly unpitied ; the 

miſeries of that ſtate horridly aggravated 
to you by the conſciouſneſs of your paſt 
folly, ingratitude and vice. Our Saviour's 
counſel, therefore, to the Paralytic whom 
he reſtored to health, may with great 
force and propriety be applied to you; 
Behold, thou art made whole Sin no more, 
left a worſe thing come unto thee.||—** Be- 
hold thou art made free; delivered from 
Debt, from Priſon, and from Sorrow :— 
Sin no more; but ſeriouſly repent and 


* N. B. By the Rules and Orders of the Soci- 
ety, it is expreſly enjoined, © That no perſon be 

delivered a /econd time, unleſs it ſhall appear to the 

Committee that their ſecond misfortune cannot be 

- imputed to their own fault.“ Rule VIII. No. 5. 

p- 68. 

|| John v. ver. 14, 


reform 
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reform thy life : otherwiſe, the vices. 
which wrought thy paſt forrow will 
plunge thee into ſorrows much more fa- 
tal and ſevere! 

But, if you are happy enough to be 
able to lay your hand upon your heart, 
and to appeal, in this ſolemn review of 
your actions, to the ſearcher of all ſecrets, 
that no flagrant fins or vices of yours 
have been the immediate cauſe of your 
misfortunes; but that they have ariſen 
from imprudences perhaps, from ignorance 


and unſkilfulnefs ; from a want of ex- 
perience, or the common and unforeſeen 


caſualties and occurrences of Life :—In 
this caſe, though you may have much 
greater cauſe of ſelf-ſatisfaction than in 
the former, yet there will not be leſs 
need that you frame your future plan of 
conduct, as much as poſhble, on the 
principles of prudent care and deliberate 
circumſpection. Eſpecially, you muſt 
{ſtudy to improve and grow wary from 
your paſt miſtakes and inadvertencies; 
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86 Account of the Society for Relief 
and determine to act, under a conſtant 
fenſe of God's immediate preſence and 
directing Providence, with all caution, 
advice and conſideration. Ever willing 
to take and to hear counſel, and to uſe 
fuch diſcretion in the management of 
yourſelf and your concerns, that, amidft 
any of the changes and chances of life, 
you may at leaſt have the ſatisfact ion to 
look up to God, and appeal to Men, zs 
having faithfully, honeſtly, induſtriouſly, 
and to the beſt of your abilities and un- 
derſtanding, done your utmoſt, 
For this purpoſe you muſt be particu- 
larly careful of your future behaviour 
and conduct in life; ſettling it well in 
your mind, and endeavouring, not only 
to avoid all that cvil, which was in any 
reſpect prejudicial, but to practice thoſe 
Virtues you have neglected, eſpecially 
the ſtricteſt SOBRIETY, without 
which the others will be impractica- 
ble. 
We 
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We mult not, however, omit to men- 
tion, and to recommend, in an eſpe- 
cial manner, the exertion and conſtant 
exerciſe of another virtue, which you 
peculiarly owe to the public, to your 

benefactors, and to yourſelf; and that 
is IxpusrRY: Without which, as you 
will ſhew yourſelf utterly unworthy the 
mercy you have naw received, ſo will 
you entirely defeat the great end at which 
we aim; namely, „The reſtoring 1 
duſtrious, and conſequently uſeful Mem- 
bers to the community. To that com- 
munity you owe the utmoſt exertion of 
your induſtry, without which you will be 
a burden to the ſtate and to yourſelf. 
Sloth will core you with rags &; INDUSTRY 
will bring you competence and ſuffici- 
ency, if not wealth, It will procure you 
the favor of God and of man; and is 
that alone which can thoroughly reſcue. 


* Prov. xxhi. 21. 


you 
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you from the difficulties of your paſt ſi- 
tuation, and reinſtate you in full happi— 
neſs and peace. Indeed, it is a moſt. 
pleaſing reflection, that we ſeldom ſee a 
man truly ſuduſtrious, and honeſtly buſy- 
ing himſelf in his proper occupation, 
but ſucceſs attends him; or if not ſuc- 
ceſs, yet at leaſt the eſteem and aſſiſtance 
of his fellow- creatures. The hand of the 
diligent maketh rich *, but the flothful ſhall 
come under tribute. The ſoul of the ſluggard 
defireth and hath nothing: but the foul of 
the diligent ſhall be made fat. He that di- 
ligently ſeeketh good, procureth favour ! aud 
men will praiſe thee, when thou doeft well to 
thyelf $. 
We heartily wiſh you may verify theſe 
remarks, and admonithed by your late 
misfortunes, not only redeem the errors 


of the paſt, but by your honeſt induſtry 


* Prov. x. 4. 7 Ibid. xii. 24. f Ibid, xiil. 4. 
| Ibid. xi. 27. Pſalm xlix. 18. | 


for 
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for the time to come, obtain a bleſſing 
from the rich Providence of that God, 
who crowneth the induſtrious 2 a good 
rezvard, and enableth them to rejoice in 
the labour of their hands. 

In this view, let us particularly impreſs 
it upon your mind, that as you owe all 
your hopes of increaſe, under God, to 
that Charity which hath thus given you 
Liberty, as the firſt of bleſſings; ſo it is 
your immediate Duty, and will we truſt 
not only be your happineſs, but your 
fixed Purpoſe, to contribute what you 
can with juſtice and propriety, toward 
the aſſiſtance of the good work. Should 
the Providence of God ſucceed and proſ- 
per your well- meant endeavours in the 
paths of Induſtry and Virtue, how plea- 
ſing, how delightful muſt it be to your 
heart, to make a grateful return to your 
Benefactors !—whoſe hands will be open 
to receive from yo, the more largely to 

pour 
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pour out Liberty, and Comfort to fel- 
low- creatures. £Þ 

On this noble principle, then, remem- 
ber to be merciful after thy power, ſhould 
the God of goodneſs give thee potuer to get 
wealth, If thou haſt much, give plenteouſly : 
if thou haſt little, do thy diligence gladly to 
give of that little ; for with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is well pleaſed x. And, indeed, if you 
_ conſider, it is not only natural, but juſt 
and reaſonable to expect this pleaſing 
return, in acknowledgment for thoſe be- 
nefits of which you have partaken ; to 
which you owe in Gratitude and Juſ- 
tice fo much; and from which, if li- 
berally encouraged and promoted, by 
feeling hearts, you ſhould reflect, that 
many other worthy, but unſucceſsful 
men in future, may by God's bleſſing 
reap as great comforts and advantages 
as you yourſelf have done. Be you there- 
| fore merciful, even as God and man have 


* Tob. iv, 8. Heb. xii. 16. 
been 
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been kind and merciful to you: Mercitul 
to all; and particularly fo to ſuch as ſhall 
happen by any means to become your 
Debtors : ever remember that ſtrong and 
emphatic application of the great Credi- 
tor in the Goſpel, Shouldeſi not thou alſo 
have compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, even as 
I had pity on thee ** 
But further remember, that all chari- 
table Gifts, as well as all moral Actions, 
ſhould have a nobler ſource, and aim at 
higher views, than this world and its 
tranſitory concerns. | 
As you are admoniſhed to begin with, 
ſo muſt you continually look up to God, 
not only as your great Deliverer, but as 
your perpetual Guardian, Benefactor and 
Friend; as your kind Preſerver, Pro- 
tector, and Father. To n1M, as the End, 
muſt you direct all your actions; Reli- 
gion muſt be the grand ſpring and mo- 


* Read the whole parable, Matth, chap. xiii. 
Ver, 23) &c. X 


tive 
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tive of all you do: For, be well aſſured, 
that unleſs you ſquare your conduct and 
direct your Life by God's unerring laws, 
vou will neither proceed with regularity 
in the one, nor with Succeſs and Peace 
in the other, 

Reſolve, therefore, above all things, to 
form your future life upon a ſtrictly re- 
ligious plan. Make that GosexgL—which 
is fraught with the nobleſt conſolation to 
minds in every diſtreſs and every condi- 
tion, - your ſtudy, your delight, and your 
practice; and intreat your great Re- 
deemer, who came 10 preach Deliverance 
to the Captives, that he would open your 
eyes both to ſee and no, as well as ta 
fulfil his bleſſed Precepts, which afford 
at once perfect freedom to the mind, 
and pure felicity to the life. 

We wiſh you moſt ſeriouſly to reflect, 
that as the ſame motives of mere difin- 
tereſted good-will, which incited us to 
diſcharge your Debts, and deliver you 
from priſon, do incite us likewiſe to diſ- 
mils 


* 
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miſs you with this friendly Counſel ; fo 
| you cannot fail to receive and to fulfil it, 
if you would not draw down upon you 
the moſt odious character of Ingratitude, 
Ignorance, and Self- deluſion. We have 
not, we cannot have any other end in 
thus adviſing you, than a ſingle wiſh to 
your future welfare; even that it may be 
dell with you and with your children for 
ever */ We would extend that wiſh be- 
yond our temporal Relief, beyond the 
preſent world, We would carneſtly de- 
. fire that our humble endeavours for your 
worldly good, may by God's grace be - 
effectual to pduce your ſpiritual, your 
eternal welfare. 

To this end, we have exhorted you, 
To exerciſe a devout and amiable han- 
fulneſs | 
1. To Gop your ſupreme Benefactor: 
2. To your Fellow-creatures, whom he 
hath happily made the inſtruments of 
his mercy towards you. 


* Deutergnomy, chaps V. ver. 20s 
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We have exhorted you 

—To ſerious Confideration on your paſt 
ſtate and conduct—To thorough Re- 
pentance and intire Reformation, where 
that conduct was evil: To Prudence and 
wiſe Amendment where it was wrong. 

To Diligence, Honeſly, and Activity in 
your ſphere. | 

Io a grateful e of this cha- 
rity, if providentally ſucceſsful in your 
future induſtrious efforts. And above 
WEE a 
To a ſtrictly Religious Life, formed up- 
on that divine and ever-glorious Rule of 
Faith and Practice, delivered by Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, 


And thus, my Friend, we bid you af- 
fectionately farewell; earneſtly intreat- 
ing the God of mercy to ſecond theſe our 
well-meant Inſtructions, and to carry 
them to your Heart. 


THE 
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— THE | 
DEBTOR's THANKSGIVING 


For Deliverance out of Priſons 


| (3racious and all-merciful. Lord 
God! who heareſt the cries of the poor 
deſtitute, and deſpiſeſt not the priſoners ; 
who art rich in compaſſion and love to 
all ſuch as call upon thee : accept, I be- 
ſeech thee, O Father, the adoration, 
thankſpiving, and praiſe, of a moſt grate- 
ful heart. I was in priſon, O God, and 
thou didſt come unto me, in the pity and 
compaſhon of my fellow-crecatures, the 
works of thy bands, and the miniſters of 
thy providential relief, Thou haſt heard 
me, when I cried unto thee in my trou- 
ble. Thou haſt ſaved me from my deep 
diſtreſs, when I was bound in the cords 
of affliction, Thou haſt raiſed me up 
friends to commiſerate and to help me. 
With joy and gratitude I ſee that the 


ſnare 
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ſnare is broken, and I am delivered, 
Thou, Lord, haſt brought me out of pri- 
ſon ; thy hand is viſible and well ſeen in 
my late deliverance; and therefore my 
ſoul ſhall give thanks unto thy name. 

May I never overlook this thy good» 
neſs, O my God! Never ſuffer me to 
forget the vows and prayers which I 
| made to thee in my diſtreſs; but let my 
whole future life be one acceptable ſacri- 
fice to thee, my great deliverer! and do 
thou make all my future conduct to ſhew 
forth thy praiſe. May my paſt misfor- 
tunes teach me prudence in my worldly 
affairs, and convince me of the neceſſity 
of care and diligence, of fidelity and ho- 
neſty in all my dealings; that ſo I may 
never, by any extravagance or wilful in- 
diſcretion, bring myſelf or others into the 
fame misfortunes, leſt a worſe thing 
come upon me! 

May my late impriſonment and ex- 
treme affliction teach me pity, and inſpire 
my hcart with kindneſs towards all who 

are 
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are in priſon and afflicted; and particu- 
| larly may thy bleſſing crown the endea- 
vours, and reward the zealous labours 
of thoſe, whom thou haſt made the 
means of deliverance, and the difpenſers 
of my preſent comfort. | 

If at any time I have abuſed the li- 
berty I formerly enjoyed, pardon me, 
1 entreat thee! Thou God of Mercy! 
and now at length, enable me to be 
a good ſteward of my bodily freedom, 
and to improve thoſe happy opportu- 
nities, which are again, by thy mer- 
cy, put into my hands. As thou haſt 
enlarged my body, do thou alſo more 
than ever enlarge my ſpirit, in fervent 
prayers for thy divine grace and gui- 
dance; in conſtant thankſgiving for the 
great benefits I have ſo unexpectedly re- 
ceived. And grant that I may evermore 
proclaim thy uninerited goodneſs, not 
only by. my lips, but in my life, That 
ſo, delivered from the oppreſſion of man 


here, I may finally be delivered from 
F the 
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the condemnation of thy law hereafter, 
and ever be redeemed at the great day 
of judgment, to the glory of thy holy 
name, through the merits of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, my blend * and Sa- 
viour. Anen. 
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THE 
DEBTOR RELIEVED: 
SKETCH OF A _ 
SACRED ODE, 
Set to Mvs1c by Mr. HOOK: 


RFI Ari 
On LET THE SORROWFUL SIGHING OF THE 
PRISONERS -COME BEFORE THEE. 
AIR. 
SE where he lies 
Neglected and forlorn ! 

From his dear wife and tender infants torn, 
Feeding on bitter tears and deep-drawn fighs : 
The Husband, Father, and the Man. 

RECITATIVE. 
See where he lies; dejected, pale, and wan! 
Immur'd within the doleful Priſon's Wall, 
Depriv'd of every Good, Men valuable call; 
A IX. : 
Su, that from thy golden height, 
Scatter'ſt Glory and Delight; 
F 2 Beams 
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Beams that laughing Nature blets 
With nniverſal chearfulneſs;— 
Hei AI. 
Ah, glorious Sun! for him in vain you glow; 
Blank, blank the Proſpect all: 
Tis Drearineſs and Wae!, 


A 1 R. 
Spirit of celeſtial Birth, 
„Mountain Nymph, Sweet LIkERT ! 
Nobleſt Boon of Heaven to Earth, 
Oh how good to dwell with thee ; 
How deleCtable to rove, 
O'er the Upland, through the 3 
Unreſtrain'd in Bliſs with thee, 
“Mountain Nymph, Sweet LIBER TY;“ 
Strike, ſtrike the ſolemn Chord: And wee 
to view 
A free-born Max—a Brrron too, 
Of Freedom take his deep-ton'd ſad Adieu! 
A 1 R. 
Thou, cruel CREDITon, forbear,— 
Can'ſt thou have more than All? 
Enough, enough: — The Man in mercy ſpare; 
Ah, why his Limbs enthrall? 
From his humble Home ſo dear, 
Oh, for Mercy, do not tear! 


See 
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See his Wife in Sorrow drown'd, 
View his Infants weeping round: 
From Induſtry his Hands reſtrain ! 
Mercileſs ! what can'ſt thou gain! 


RE CIT ATI VE. 


Shame —reproach of conſcience for thy Part: 


While Hunger gnaws their Soul, and An- 
guiſh rends the Heart !. 
. 
But ſee—with melting Pity in her Eye,, 
Man's genial Friend, bleſt Cnarity, 
Religion's eldeſt, lovelieſt Child, 
Led by. her Parent meek and mild, 

Their Anguiſh views! 
Ah, who ſhe cried, could Help refuſe 1 £ 
Though Law it's Rigour will not bend, 
Nor ſtern Neceſſity relent; 

In Pity to their Sufferings ſent, 
We will Mercy's Arm extend; 
We my Sons, will help beſtow.“ 


RE CIT ATI VE. 
Thus as ſhe ſpoke, a generous Glow 
Of her own Flame ſhe did impart 
To many a noble, many a feeling Heart |. 
They caught the Fire, and as it ſpread, 
The DERErox felt the Warmth, and rear'd 

| his down-caſt Head, 
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A IN 

Then Welcome, thrice welcome“ -I heard 
his full Voice, 

In Gratitude's deep Diapaſon rejoice: 

* Oh welcome, bleſt Freedom, to Mortals 
molt dear, N 

Lov'd Light of the Sun, 1 Sweetneſs of 
Air! 


R ECITATIVE. 


Come my Wife, my Children join, 
Raiſe the Song to Strains divine. 


S EMI- CHORUS. 
Glorious GOD, the firſt to THEE, 
We lift the heart, we bow the K nee, 

RKECT1TATEVE. 


For thou haſt heard our Plaints, and SET THE 
PRISONER FREE | 


Lasr CHORUS. 


Sons of Mercy, Sons of Heaven, 
Next to THEM, our Thanks be given. 


Louder ſtill exalt the Strain, 
Theſe are Patriots, theſe are Men! 


Miniſtring Angels may they be, 
Where all are bleſt—there all are FREE ! 


EPI. 


of Perſons confined for Small Debts. 10% 


E F 1 L U UR. 
WRITTEN BY 
R. CUMBERLAND. Esd. 


And ſpoken by Mr. Hutt and Mrs Mar- 
rocks, at Covent-Garden Theatre, after 
the Jealous Wife, performed for the Uſe 
of the Society for the Diſcharge of Per- 
ſons impriſoned for ſmall Debts. 


The Curtain riſes, and diſcovers a Priſon; at ſome 
Diftance a Woman poorly habited, and in a diſcon- 
folate Attitude; after landing for ſome Time 710 = 
tionleſs, in a Poſture of fixed Attention, ſhe ſpeaks. 


Woman. 


Ty O U loathſome dungeon, in whoſe dreary 
womb 

The pining debtor finds a living tomb, 

Where *midfſt the clank of chains and diſmal yells 

Of ſhackled felons my ſad huſband dwells; 

From this dark cell, Oh give him to my view ! 

Let him look forth, and take a laſt adieu. 


{45 ſhe advances towards, the priſon, a perſon in 
Gentleman's apparel accofts per.] 
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Man.. 

Stay, child of ſorrow, thou whoſe piercing groans 
Might move to pity e'en thoſe ſenſeleſs. ſtones, 
Why doſt thou bend thy melancholy way 
To that drear dungeon? Child of ſorrow, ſay. 

Woman. f 
Why ſhould I ſtay, or my fad griefs impart?- 
Can there be pity in a human heart ?. 
Away and let me die 
Man. 


No; if *tis there 
You ſeek ſome captive friend, renounce deſpair; 
For, tho' the iron hand of law has barr d 
Thoſe ſurly doors which yon dread manſion guard, 
Know there are found, on whoſe dilated breaſts. 
The heavꝰn · deſcended dove of pi ty reſts, 
Souls that delight with foſt'ring ſmiles to cheer 
The broken heart, and dry affliction's tear, 
Pluck the wan debtor from his-noiſome den, 
And launch him on the chearful walks of men; 


PVVoman. 5 
If ſuch there be, oh lead me to their ſight, 
And let me plead a wretched ſuff*rer's right. 
Can there be truth, humanity or ſenſe, 
In laws that make misfortune an offence? 
Torn from his famiſh'd babes, and frantic wife, 
A _— huſband, there muſt end his life! 


While 
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Stretch'd on his ſtraw the guiltleſs captive lies, 
While round his temples ſickly damps ariſe. 
That e'en the murderer's ignominious fate 
Were welcome refuge from his hopeleſs ſtate, 
Loft are the hands whoſe honeſt labour fed 

Ilis helpleſs innocents with daily bread, 

For day by day*the buſy loom he ply'd, 

With ſoft contentment ſinging by his fide ; 
Till heaven flung out the ſignal to deſtroy, 
And dropt the curtain o'er this ſcene of joy. 
Nine tedious weeks the languid patient lay 

To dire diſeaſe an unreſiſting prey; 

The tenth ſuceeeded—when alas! behold 

A worſe tormenter in a human mould, 

A griping creditor ; eſcape who can, 

When man's great foe aſſumes the ſhape of man, 
Steel'd to their trade, and deaf to all our cries, 
Relentleſs ruffians ſeize their legal prize ; 

From my fond arms a dying huſband tear, 

And plunge their victim in a dungeon—theres 


Man, 


Enough! go ſpeak the healing words of peace 


To thy ſad mate, and bear him this releaſe. 


Tell him the muſe which on theſe ſcenes attends, 


That balſam to his wounded ſpirit ſends ; 
And know this truth thyſelf, tis not alone 


The preacher's pulpit, and the monarch's throne, 
That 


106 Account of the Society for Relief, &c. 


That Charity frequents; but in this age 

She guides the theatre, and treads the ſtage: 
Lo! ſhe is preſent, caſt your eyes around, 
And here in each ſpectator's heart ſhe's found, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


6 | HE Society have obſerved, that in eleven 
Years, many Benefactors have adopted the 
ſame Signature as other Benefactors; as A B. 
AC. AD, &c. &c. ſo that it is not poſſible 
for ſuch Benefactors to diſtinguiſh the Sums they 


ſeverally paid; nor for the Society to diſtinguiſh: 


who paid thoſe Sums. 


It was therefore propoſed and unanimouſly 


Reſolved, That all ſuch Sums as have been 
paid by unknown Benefactors under initial Letters 


only, be printed under the title ANONYMOUS ; as 


I. All Benefactions under two Guineas, to: 


be in one agregate Sum. 


II. All other Benefactions paid under initials 


from «n#nown Benefactors of or above two Guineas, 
and under 10), be entered in one agregate Sum, 


under the ft of ſuch initial Letters. 


Nevertheleſs, every Benefactor may at the uſual 


Hours have Recourſe to the Society's Minute and 


Caſh Books, to ſee the Entry of each Benefac- 


tion, and the Day it was advertiſed in the Public 
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J%%%%%%hd/// ² ¾ — ee ertare tia ena nn 
1 % ROOT T TaT RET. 3 
G. . T. three 55 8 
%%%%Ä . yen 
G. M. Nein be, . 
Mr. Jonathan Goff, eight benefac- 
tions. 5 
William eee Ts 3 
Mrs. Mary Goff, nine benefaQtions 
Mr. Goolding . . 6r r665crer eee eee gens 
Oe cs os ware 
Gentleman unknown, by Treaſurer 


„ . d. 


ie 
20 0 0 
$5. 5 0 
21 ⸗ © 
Wo. 
84 0 © 
2 2 
3 3 
8 
8 
33 
3 "SE: 
3.9 
$39 
13 1%: 0 
+ $116 
20 0 0 
8. 80 
4 4 » 
71 8 
2 2 0 
5 
$$ 0 


BENEFACTIONS. 


H. 


®;, The Right Hon. Earl of Hert- 

ford, 2 benefations 4 e 
* Earl Hardwicke, ſix benefaCtions 
* Heny Hoare, Eſq; and Co. 


* J. Zephaniah Holwell, Eſq; . 
*5, Sir Robert Hamilton, nine bene- 
— eorrilhactebtdur rely oabr core Senn 
*g. Richard Heighway, Eſq; eight 
„„ 
* John Howard, Eſq; . . . 


* Lady Hamilton five benefactions 


* Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq; Ak 


ehe bid enerectacs 
* Mr. John Henderſon, fois bene- 
| DS: ͤ——. each 


* Mr. William Hill, fix 8 


tions eee 
* Mr. Thomas Hull, ſeven benefac- 
tions . en | 
* Mr. John Haines, eight benefac- 
tions . 5 
Mrs. Marianna Hayes, ſeven bene- 
d A onedeararbeiiens ; 
James Haughton, Eſq; . ET OO 
Henry Hawley, Eſq; two benefac- 
EEE e LOOKED 3 
Miſs 1 eee 


H. CE DIRT ooo rate ico drape ce rodent caps 


* Ss d, 
go o o 
0 10 0 
21 0 o 
50 0 0 
18 18 © 
47 5 © 
21 © © 
12 12 O 
65 15 © 
8 8 o 
12 12 0 
14 14 © 
16 16 o 
8 8 o 
10 10 © 
10 10 © 
3 
3 


5 BENEFACTIONS. 
. d. 
Iſaac Hawkins, Eſq; five benefac= 
OS ed A Cons 50 0 o 
rr rh as PIs fs WE Ie EDO TN 10 10 0 
— ee it . 6 10 C 0 
AK. M. b 559592527 2 60 0 20 0 0 
Dr. Hill; Md e eee ce 2 2. 0 
Mr. Lowen Hoad, two benefactions 4 4 O 
Rev. Mr. Hankey, . .. n 2 2 0 
Peter Hodgſon, Efq; ........ ebe iddb cs 0 
Dr. Hawley ...... e 10 10 0 
Rev. Mr. Holcombe, ud 5 
, OG IL a ELSE —— 4 8 
H. N. G. T neee, , 5 0 
Alexander Hume, Tia - .. 2 2 0 
William Higginſon, E 855 four be- 
nefactions . ooo 5 
Edmund Higginſon, Eig; als 2 2 o 
Richard Holt, Eſq; . . . 8 
Mr. Higgs ee . 0 
Miſs Bet. Hatſell, fix boos 3 6 0 
Mrs. Margaret Hayes . . . . 2. 4 0 
1 Mr. Chriſtopher James Hay ey two 
1 benefaGions - icon oouoo died doorie 0 
G %%%ĩ]]].ↄm²ẽ 1 ⁰ 2 0 
Mr. Thomas Heathcote 3 aa; 8 
Miſs Heathcote .. 3 «13.0 
Thomas Heyward, "Eſa; two bene= | 
| P . 2 2 0 
T1. . ETEREITS] „ 1 0 
H. I. K. by Dr. a e „ <6 
Mr. Hey ward of Wetherington . 1 0 
JJV De i, 
Mr, Holden, Birmingham 9 . 10 10 © 


BENEFACTIONS, 


H. L. two benefactions ........ e 
Ney, Mr Rade enen 


G. L. by Mr Neid beet 
B. three tations eee 
I. M. Eſq; by Mr. Nelme, _—_— 
Mrs. Jebb. cnc neee 


1. B. b 
— 3 
1 
1 


Henry Johnſon, Ela. e 
I. B. M. four W I Dor- 


.. A 3 


Me, Joſeph ] . 


I. D. from the country . . . . .. 
Rev. Dr, Ihbetſon ess eser 3 
I. G. 3 Robert Child, Eſq; ........ 
I. A. W. four benefaCtions ............ 
JJJJJJJ///%/d%%hd/ĩd%d%d%%%%%%/ . Have Fa 10g 5 
I. left at Craven front, deceaſed 38 
I. D. of L. H. two benefactions . 
J. S. Hampſtead, two benefaCtions .. 
LW. 04 1c mn 5 eee 
Sir William Jones 46e 
W. three benefactions . . . . 
. G. Eſq; three benefactions . 
, RY B. four benefactions —9.9ÄḰÄ̃64%%% 


J. 


7 
4 


y Mr. Wee % % %%% % %%% „ „%% 6% 666% 606% 100 


N — 
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. 
Uo 


$7 d. 
7 0 
8 
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© 0000000000000 o o 0 0 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


J. 
I. E. Eſq; two benefaQtions ......... ww.» 
I. B. a Balance received of- I. Cn 4 
JJJ%/%/%/%%%%% ͤ ͤͤͤ ccaree a enrrons 5 
I. B. M. two benefactions . . . 10 

„)%%ꝙ%/¾ ⁵-. m 0K 
I. G. by Dorrien e ERS 5 
3 0 10 
%% ⁵— T 3 
I. G. by the „ RET 10 
I. H. Efq; by ditto :....... ee 2 
LEG. ieee eee 10 
Henry Ja comb, Eſq; ...e. 2 

K. 


e Right Hen: Lord King, five be- 


2 


DOD OW OGS ome oO 


factions 6 10% % % % „ „ % „% „ „% „ „ „ 6 6 60% 606600 „ 60 9 6600 50 10 


* Right Hon. Lord Kindborough .. 10 


Richard Kelſall, Eſq . . . 3 
Mr. Alexander 2 deceaſed 4 
R. C. .. 4. en Westesstes dds tset tetstsesebdtebee 5 
Rev. John Ry 2 9 2 
K. H. ee eb ee ee eO ee ee o 0 ee 660 6500 eee ene 2 


Guſtav. Adolphus Kempenfetr, Eſq; 20 


K. L. 566 —9Ä9—⁵9——8.———˙eN%%%%%%% 4f %% %%. TY" 10 


o 
3 
4 
5 
2 
2 
0 
o 


| Legacies 


0000000000 -O & 


9 0 0 0380309930309 


BENEFACTIONS. 


£4 
L. 
Legacies received. 
Lady Oſborne ...... . eee 208 0: 0 
Mr. Daniel Remy . . . 4. v ness 100 0 0 
Mrs. Henrietta Maria Tomlinſon .... 405 o © 
John Cale, Eſq; bees ende bes 0b % 200 0 0 
A Lady beet . 8 50 © 0 
Mr. John Bi ham , eee eee 50 0 0 
Mr. Robert Clee . .. .. . .. 540545 50 0 0 
Mrs. Mary Bourne .. . e 100 O O 
Lady Catherine Noel . .. . .. . . 10 0 0 
William Congreve, Eſq; . 1000 0 o 
Mrs. Mary Wylde, by Francis 5 
Bowdler, Eſqz . . ... ede 100 0 0 
Executors of Mrs. Eliz. Cumyns, 
by the Rev. Dr. Markham, to 
by applied ſolely to the _ * 
W hitechapel . . e PARSON I00 0 o 
Thomas Gardner, Eſq; late _ 8 
Hampſtead—A part of the re- 2373 0 0 
der of effects left to twelve 
Charities ; which, depending 
upon contingencies, cannot be 
yet aſcertained e 
The Rev. William Scott, lads of 
Ipſwich, has given the 're- 
mainder of his effects to this 
Society by will, proved the 18th 
of Auguſt, 1778 ; the execu- 
tors cannot aſcertain the value 
or the time of payment . | 
The 


oa 
_ 


BENEFACTIONS. 


The Right Rev. Dr. Terrick, late 
Biſhop of London, three dene- 
COST > oro merb eberh read in andhe gue ch eue6 

The Right Rev. Dr. Lowth, Biſhop 
Pb NEEDED 

The Right Rev. Biſhop of Landaff 

'The Right Rev. Biſhop of Lincoln 

Peter Leheup, jun. Eſq; ne <<. 

Mie Lockhart” ese eeebee beseeete ese 

*, London Exchange Banking Com- 
pany, St. James's-ſtreet, eight 

| benefactiones tested 

* Stephen Luſhington, Eſq; ...... 
L. B. ee ſix dene ae by 


.. 4 | 


* Mr. James Lowe . . bre see 
The old Club at Le Tellieurs, in 
Halfmoon-ſtreet, Piccadilly 


%% mm 


JJJ%%%%%d% 
Lazzaroni Club, at the Thatched- 


Houſe Tavern, by their Preſi- 

dent, T. G. Fothergill, Eſq; 
London Coffee- houſe ROE CT 
% M EC carats 
Meſſrs. 1 Newton ..... 3 | 
Baker John Littlehales, Eſq; Cm 
Mr. James Loet ee ede 
L. P. three benefactions 4 . 
Mr. Alexander Lean . . 
Mrs. Leigh, four benefaCtions ........ 5 
Miſs Lewis, three benefactions 
L. B. by Mr. Willis . .. .. . . ... 


O 0 0 


A O , SD 
0000000000 O 


MH 
- 
. 
0 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


Lodge of Couſins, Fleet-ftreet ......... | 
SQ I OE ane wo 3 
Mrs. Leheup dete dunyear deat adhe 
Mr. Levy eee ee 


Jo by a 5 


i eee een eee 


M. W. 2 Ld] by Lord Romney 
*5. Sir Sydney Medows, ſeven bene- 


/// thre ore peer cola rr rand ages 
% ͤ ( 
*;, Hon. Charles Mariam, cight 

DEBETACTIONS — 
*. James Martin, Big dec 
*5, Joſhua Mauger, Eg two bene- 

VP 
J If04-coorteorrioneenes 


* William Marriott, Eſq; ſix bene- 


CC : 


* Dr, Marriott, fi ve benefaGiona 
M. L. 5 
* Mr. John Molefworth, wo bene- 

factions © powers AT OTOL 3 


D 


. . d. 

3 8 

11 
50 O 0 
3 

10 10 0 
10 10 0 
10 10 0 
55 

. 

100 0 0 
3 
21 0 0 
35 14 9 
3 1 8 

1 

. 

31 10 0 
1 
8 5 8 

„ 

Rev. 


NE — i RI, 


1 
1 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


Rev. Mr. Maſon, by Mr. Horſe- 
field 


6 % %% %% %% % % %%% „„ „ „ 1 „ 6 0 „ 6 6 0 „ 6 6 „0 


Miſs M. F. by Mr. Gilbert, his be- 


nefactions 


Hon. Mrs. Marſham, ten benefac- 
tions 


0000 ͤ ͤ bbb 
Lady — TENN 
Sir Horatio Mann, Bart. 
Hon. Walter Moleſworth . 
Mr. William Miller eee pee does 
James Mitchell, Eſq; two bencfac- 
CE T2 
James Matthias, ig; eee 
Mrs. Mawhood, three benfactions 
Thomas Marſon, Eſq; deceaſed 
William Mills, Eſq; ...... 
William Mills, jun. Eſq; ..... 
Mrs, Mattocks, two benefactions . 
Mr. John De a ode 
Rev. Dr. Markham, in Addition to 
the Collection at St. Mary, 


CSS SST ES ES SS SOS Toro ESE ES SS SS ST One 9S 


Whitechapel . 
Dr. Manningham, four denefae 
tions EC bh eo agate eee 0 
Robert Mangles, Eſq; nine benefac- 
tions 


„ „ „ „ 0 6% „% %% %% „%%% %%% %% „%% „ „ „ „ „6 66 6 „ 66 „ „% „6% 


M. L. A. R. ſecond benefaction un- 

der a different ſignature 
William Morland, Eſq; 
Mr. Jobn Muſgrave 
%%% nor ode progrmnm 
M. S. a Jew Lady . .. . . .. 


%%% „„ „„ „%„%%„„ „ 


5 
21 © 
75. 9 
33 12 
1 
1 
3 
10 0 
2 2 
4 4 
3. 3 
10 10 
15 15 
"Wa 
2 2 
3 
2 2 
4 4 
12 12 
18 18 
18 7 
4 0 
6 6 
$3 
3% 


e 000-0 0:00 


80e 0 3 


3 
0 
0 
0 
0 


ner LOS 


. ts 
M. thiee bene fagtiont eee e 8 0 
Merchant Taylor's Company . $3 0 
M. C. five- benefactions 4 . ces 14 14 8 
M. S. by Biddulph and Co. four 
.... ͤ hu bepi ben "20.0 9 
Lady Miller, fourteen benefac- 
tions .. 2 2 ee 0 e | 28 75 
N. 
hay Han. Mr. Juſtice Nares, Vice- 
Preſident, nine benefaCtions ., 52 110 
* His Grace the Duke of Northum⸗ 
derland, four benefactions . - 1010-0 
Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Nor- 
, thumberland, deceaſed . .... .. .. 70 0 0 
*c. Mr. William Neild, ten bene- 
—. GR IF RIAL NILS NEED vo EFT. 21. © 0 
* Mr. James mes en dene 5 
. Ik EE 2 FO © OT 
* Mr, Nelme, ten "kenefultions 56 42:10 0 
James” Norman, Eſq; wrocommoroncs:. JO.0 50: 
Robert Nettleton, Eſq; deceaſed 1010 0 
Naſh, Edwards, and Patrie ....... Ines; 10 10 0 
Mr. Edward Neale at 212-6 
N. N. three benefaftions by Mr. | 
| —— AY PPP OPT EMINNs e 
Rev. William Nowell, two bene- 
JJJCCC7C0VVVVVVVVVV 55 


Mr. Francis Newbery, jun. , 1 
D 2 Mrs. 


BENEFACTIONS. 


3 
Mrs. N. by Richard Bieber Eſq; $ $0 
TRE ee ¼ 8 e 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, eight bene- 
| fans C060 d0v0 dete ebe 0504 arveCecec 22 7 
„%% 0 e 26 5 © 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
Sunday's Club at the Thatched- 
Houſe Tavern, by Thomas = 
CCT A ˙ $2.10 8 
Myr. Sathclins Mee): © oorolireoeirracerecs T2 -0 
John Newton, Eſq; ...... 10. 0-0 
N. R. by Mr. Sanxay, deceaſed ... 3-3-0 
N. F. twelve benefactions ............ 49 7. © 
Noah, Job, and Cornelias +... 2 2 0 
No. 7, Mr. Willis . . . . . „% 4 4 O 
O. 
O. A. L. S. S. D . 0. %% 26 4 0 
OY RMIT ̃ 8 1 80 
T.. ͤ cib cbar bee acEs #:%:0 
O. A. . . . cee. . 6 Le ee deeeeee 2 6 0 
P. 
The Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
F ocboemrijenteretionc race 5 0 


BENEFACTIONS. 
„ 


5. John Han Eſq; {1x benefac- 


HON” dd eee ee eta annect 


* John Prefton, Eſq; ten benefac- 


tions CSC SIS Coded abies fb ddd | 


* Pantheon, by Mefl. Scotney and 
JJ%0%%d%d%%%f%ͤ bs ot 

Dandby Pickering, Eſq; deceaſed .. 

Mr. Charles Parker . cnrgoerercs 


1 . * 
Oneſiphorus Paul, Eſq; ........ . 


＋6ꝙ—— red RI Che ach bak 


Mrs. Pariſh, iive denofutions ING 
Proprietors of Covent-Garden The- 
atre by a Benefit Play 


Granado- Pigott, Eſq; eee 5 


Thomas Preſton, Egg, deceaſed . 
Perſons unknown, by the Rev, J. 

%ſ%/ mm I EATS REM VL OM 
. Hon, Mrs. Pultney, fix benefac- 

:. I DD] APA OY Book Wo 
Proprietors of Blackffone's Com- 

MENTAarits- ooo oor ed carrrercds 3 
P. G. two benefactions ... . 
Tf. reoroomnodoriettortoretarions IA Fas 
Joſeph Philips, Eg; be : 
Proprietors of Drury Lane ............ 
Mr. Chriſtopher Pinchbeck, deceaſed, 


Mr. Robert Parker 4 (567 coo th chh nd 


Mr. Thomas Pitter b esdeidtes ebase 
1177. ⁵ 


12 12 O 
8 
50 0 0 
38 
4 4 O 
10 10 0 
2 0 
8 
10 10 O 

6 6 


O 


102 13 
1 
6 6 0 
8 8 6 
30 10 0 
1 80 
20 0 0 
71 7 80 
4 4 0 
30 14 O 
8 8 0 
3 23 .9 
+ $0 
S- 3.0 


Proprietors 


BENEFACTIONS. 


g. 
Proprietors of Covent: Garden The- 
tre, Second Benet cove core 81 11 
. 3 3 
F. H. W V.. eee eee 8 
| of, SOR AA JL Ns 7 AEGEAN 10 10 
„ß Ears ti certreemracSyeped cans 15 15 
William Pain, C1 10 10 
Francis Paddy, E:; eee 10 8 
Mt. Nathaniel Perkes - oooorocereooecerces;; 2-2 
R. 
* The Right 11 Lord Romney, 
Preſident, ten benefactions .... 52 10 
Lord Romney, from a Lady un- 
An, ðVÄ L 5 5 
*,, The Right Hon. Earl of Rad- 
nor, nine benefactiens e 72 10 
* 5. Sir Robert Rich, Bart. by Mr. 
Nelme, two benefaCtions ........ 200 o 
Mr. John Rice, deceaſed ...... .. .. 6 6 
*. Mr. John Rawlinſon, five be- 
(% ⅛¼mm mm tate bo granar heres 10 10 
Counteſs of Radnor ............ ED WE. 
à%ꝓJJSVVVàJJVJ EP To EI LCHI aA FIC 10 0 
. HARI ERSRE/ Tt GEAPY FE 8 8 
E ͤ tn ornbro eyes 15 0 
; 52.» "Br A ͤvTv OEMS ef FIRIERIO IO IO 
Mr, Ruſpini esse bee sesee bes besen 8 B 
M 


O0 O0 OoOOOOO 


* 


BENEFACTIONS. 


V 
Mr. Nine e e 3 33 
IT'homas Raikes, Eſq; ven bene- N 
actions ee ede ce e 14.14 0 
„„ 4s OI POETS Re 12 12 0 
Robert Manſby, Eſq; ſeven benefac- 
| HORS: —yj t-. 2 2 22 2. 14 14 0 
R. E. C, three benefactions , 25 5 © 
Dr. Thomas Randolph . „„ 8 8 6 
YO ¼ ¼— ⁵⁵ “d , 1 0-©0 
g e 8 
Miſs Margaret A 72:9 
Mr. Richard Richardſon ............ 8 
„ ocurororiatertonerdrerocerend 1 1 
8. 
*5, The Right Hon. Earl of Ship- 
brook, V ice-Prefident, eight be- 
factions, by Mr. Nelme ......., 42 © 
*;. Earl Stamford, ſeven bene factions 94 0 
* Earl Stanhope FS, 8 21 © 
The Right Honourable Lord Chicf 
Baron Smythe, deceaſed .. 36 15 © 
Eady SAHtDe oe core rr orebd arr hee verb Crece Th 5.0 
The Right Hoa. Lord Searfalo 18 a D 
The Right Hon. Lord Sondes ....... 10 10 © 
Lady DRIES LLCs 5 5 0 
* Rev. Sir Martin Bart. Sykes, 
D. D. ſeventeen benefactions , 170 0 © 
Fe *5, Mr. 


BENEFACTIONS. 


*. Mr. John MM ſix benefac- 


* % ins ENS. 
William Strahan, Eſq e 4 
* Mr. Charles . eight bene- 

% Dm ęq-!w. peehens 16 
Mr. John Smith, twelve bene fac 
00/0 WW 240 
Mr. Robert Sanxay, deceaſed .. -Y 


Society of Gentlemen meeting at the 
George and Vulture Tavern 


in Cornhill, by Mr. Rutt .... 21 


Sundry Gentlemen, A B. 31 
— Simpſon, Eſq; by Mr. 
s ⁵Uꝙ¾—1᷑ dayoapereeecca 5 
Mrs. Singleton, by the Treaſurer, 
twenty- five benefaCtions ........ 26 
The old Thuriday' s Club at the St. 
Alban's Tavern eee 5 17 
John Speaker, Eſq; 8 . 100 
Sundry Gentlemen fronz Ipſwich, 
by. Mr. eine 4 
1 Schutz, Eſq; three bene- 
1 . 8 
„Mr. Del Sutton ee . 
William Stukely, . . 
Richard Salwey, Eſq; deceaſed ........ 21 
8. M. four benefactions 9 
Seavoir Vivre Club ;.4ooroooo hop opcmhcheocs 52 
Mrs. Anna Snelling, eight bene fac— 
61. I ad nt 16 
James Scawen, Eſq; deceaſed „ 
i — —ð w 2 
8. M. eight benefactions ,,.....,.... 16 


OO O8 08 


— 


BENEFACTIONS. 


Mr. James eee 


John Sunderland, Eſq; 


William Scullard, Eſq; ls 


; 


The Hon. Lord Talbot cow 44. | 


* John Thornton, Eſq; late Vice- 
Preſident, twelve bene factions 
Samuel Thornton, Eſq; ſeven be- 


/ » ˙-² v 


*The Rev. George Tilfon ...... 


Mr. Theophilus Tutt pan 


* Robert "Thompſon, Eſq; thirkoen 


F„„ſſçÜ ꝶ”T ““%VV———( 8 


Benjamin Thomas, Eſq; . .. 
Mrs. Anna Maria Tracy, eight be- 


%%% ⁵ͤ 1s FL LINNENESELINA | 


T. P. Eſq; ſeven benefactions, by 
NI'. MEDC oor ipicooth coor averncbercengs 
James Tamez, Eſq; of Moſcow, 
two benefaCtions ......u mu * 


Arthur Tyton, Eſq; . e | 


Two Gentlemen oder hood preeaoernice 
Three Ladics and one Gentleman .. 
Hon Mrs, Trevor 666 0 
3333 
Mr. Alderman Trecothick, deceaſed 
Ten of the | kat Jurors, by 

T———r.r. TI LIN 


* 
SN 
SN 
2 2 
„ 
109 o 
56 15 
6 6 
10 10 
61 10 
21 © 
28 7 
87 11 
45 © 
6 6 
2.4 
4 4 
3-8 
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BENEFACTIONS. 


Peter Terquhand, Eſq; part of a fine 


from a Cuſtom- Houſe officer, 


for an illegal Seizure . . . .. 

. ͤ— 8 8 
F. 3.0; FO TI 
%%% ͥ 0 BOWL OP TOR} MASS 
Robert Travis, Eq; 63 Ds 
Mr. ohn Turner, deceaſed vu 
eee . ad SEE 
Two Middleſex Jari a a ee 
Mrs. Turner .. 

Hon. Mr. Temple, three benefac- 

| tions ————U—̃—ͤ.'ðk——ẽX— d 2222 
%%% adit eye 


T. G. I. put into the letter-box 
eight benefactions . .. ..... 


V. 
„ Vere .. atone 
* Francis Vincent, Eſq ; five bone. 
(88 
Jam Vere; Eg: e DT 
Robert Udney, EI; ebe ee 
Mr. Js. Unſworth, two benefactions 
„ PCA SEO SMNTEALON We 
W. F. three bene factions . . be 
Unknown, by Mr. Nelme . . .. 


Unknown, by T. G... . . . .. . . . . 


E13 4 
4 4 © 
2 2 0 
1 
15 15 © 
3 
* 
+. 4-9 
8 
1 
1 
21 0 8 
21 9 
76 15 0 
3 
10 10 0 
1 
5 
+: 4 
1 32 
1111 O 

103 10 0 

100 o 


BENE F ACTIONS. 


L. 
Unknown, by Dr. Markham ........ 5 
U. four benefactHions” eee, [0 
Unknown, by FP. Perchard 4 3 
JJJJJ.......ã ͤ ARG Love 3 

: V. 96 %% %% %%% „„ 2 2 6 „ 6 6 6 „ 0 6 „„ „„ 0 %. 5 20% 2 


* Edward Wheler, Eſq; Vice-Preſi- 
dent, four benefactions .......-- 17 
* Lord Willoughby de Broke, eight 


benefactions . e 85 
Hon. H. Walpole........ „ 20 


* W. W. a Lady by Mr. Nelme . 100 
* 5, W. W. Efa; four benefactions, 


by James Mathias, Eſq; .......... 200 
* Hon. Mr. Juſtice Willes ............ — 8 
* C. Wyville, Eſq; Executor to Sir 
| Marmaduke Wyville . „ 50 
* Samuel Watſon, Eſq four bene- 
r of cre Habh0v ener ha eto nke 42 
* Mr. Henry Wright, ſix benefac- © 
RACE es ee EEE, I2 
* William Wilſon, Eſq; two bene— 
PO! RO NN es I OIHTR 30 
W. B. Eſq; deceaſed ſeven benefac- 
tions, by Mr, Nelme . . 24.0 
The Right Kev, the Biſhop of Win- 
ele, bee 10 
Lady Windſor e festes 3 


„ 
4 8 
10 0 
3 | 
:.S © 
17 © 
15 0 
oO o 
oO © 
* 
oO Oo 
S 9 
0 oO 
oO o 
12 0 
0 O 
8 K 
10 0 
IO © 


BENEFACTIONS. 


L. . 4. 
Mrs. Wheler, deceaſed . . . .. . .. .. 1 
Lady Laura Waldegrave . . . . .. 8 8 
Mr. Iſaac Walker, by Mr. Matthias 5 5 0 
James Whitchurch, Eſq; four bene- 5 
factions . A a nes 1 8 
William Watſon, Eq; three bene= _ 
N e eee 1 
W. Pearce, Eſq; deceaſed 1 3 1 1% D 
—HT! tn TO Won ̃ ̃⁵ͤ 8 10 10 0 
Rev. Sherlock —A DION 3 
W. H. two benefactions . rand 10 10 0 
W. A. two benefactions . . .. 2x- 0-0 
Mr. Thomas Williamſon, two be- 
nefactions ...... . 4 4 O 
John Whiſton, Eſq; deceaſed ... 8 3 3 
Meſſrs. Waddington, of Notting- 
RR a rr arr re rperdoat hoes chbs e 
Martin Wright, — . CES TROAR „„ 
Mr. Wilford, 53 3 1 2. 4.8 
Mr. Role Walter ST RI Re ap PRIN 2 190A 10 0 0 
%%ͤe n — RAT RLELNE REM 43 12 o 
G. Wombwell, Eſq; deceaſed ........ 7 
Mr. Emanuel Williams es 4 4 „ 
. ] ĩ³ꝛ˙.¹. 0 
%%% Tʃ:ͤ᷑ rate doboade, e 
W. W. W bre denefactions . we een 
Mr. Jemes Willis, eight be nefac- . 
£2, BOO. f Gn 16 16 o 
Weſtminſter Charity, by Sir Charles 
| Whitworth, deceaſed .. . . , 30 0 8 
... —. as i 1 
Iſaac Walker, Eſq; two benefactions 10 10 © 
o 8 50 0 © 
| M0 


'BEWEFAGT LONiS: 


©0000 


. „ 
Mr. Gn Wells eee eee, 2 2 © 
Mrs. gs repair three benefactions 6 6 0 
x W. D. 000 $000 0000 0000 00000 0 0000 000000000800 21 O0 © 
W. L. by Jol. Mathias, Eſqʒ 17 6 
W. M. by PID and Rs ag i 4 4 0 
1 eit ne 30935 K N 
* Os JFF 8 VIS 1511 
N 
X. 
f Bot ine 
X. A. two e ee ee 6 6 
X. T five benefactionns . . 10 10 
%%% one „ 2 2 
X. Y. „ %% „„ „ „„ „ „ 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 „ „ „ 6 666 3 3 
.. 6 wands £4. 4 
; 5 
The moſt Rev. Archhiſhop of York, 
two -benefaCtons eee eee ee 20 10 0 
Hon. Mr. York, two benefations.... 20 10 © 
Hon. Dowager Lady Young, wo | | 
eee, ee ee et Cine 40 © 0 
„ %% Foy as OR RA 8-89 
Rev. Dr. Young, Prebend of Weſt- 
Winter e 3 43 4 — © 
| 5 


BENEFT ACTIONS. 
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8 * Agnual Benefactors may at any Time 
nnn Objects. 


A GENERAL ANNUAL ACCOUNT of POOR DEBTOR: 


for the Discyarcs and RELIEF of Pts 
From February, 1772, 70 


| Debtors, 
; 1772 to 1774... 0. .Do Loe 0 oe 1722 #4 
| 1775 .. 60.0. .. ...... . 996 
f 1776 enen £00090 9 000000000 00000 673 $4 
I77 0000000 2000000000004 000 0000060000 00000 877 T 
177 —ß. ͤ KCC CSACAAIPECLIES 779 00 
17 9 %%% 00000000000 * 811 « 
1780 . . . . . . 0e eee cee eee 628 
1781 4 6. cee. eee. 321 
1782 „%%% 02000000000 $000 0000 0000 00000 00000 389 40 
1783 eee „ebe . 547 50 
Debtors . . ——. 7743 


They had Wives ........ 4088 
And Children eee 14276 . 


. 


26707 | 


The AvERAGE for the above-mentioned 7743 Debtors is nearly 2/. 5s. 8d. each; and the AVERAGE for the 
Individuals, is nearly 13s. 3d. each; it is probable, the PusBLic BENEVOLE NCR has been diffuſed to twice that Number, 
becauſe many of the Families of the Creditors who accepted Compoſition for their reſpective Debts, being in very ne- 
ceflitous Circumſtances, were alſo benefited by the Compoſition paid to them. —The Society never pay the FIL DeBrT ; 


yet, to prevent future Litigations, the ſeveral Creditors give FULL D1sCHARGEs. It is to be obſerved, that the above 


Averages include EVERY incidental EXPENCE attending the Management and Diftributions of this Charity. 
From the number of Debtors diſcharged, and the ſmall Sums paid for each of them, it is manifeſt thoſe poor Manu- 


ſacturers, Seamen, and Servants, who have been the peculiar Objects of the Society's Attention, are in the humbleſt 
Rank of Society ; their Debts were too ſmall, and too few to entitle them to the Benefits derived from any of the | 
Acts intended to relieve Inſolvent Debtors ; the Society have, therefore, generally compounded their Debts and paid | 
their Fees, after the Writ of Execution was iſſued. 'The Time of Impriſonment may be Months or Years before they can | 


have Relief from Inſolvent Acts of Parliament; it follows, that ſo _ a Confinement in Priſon, from their Families and 
Employments, e be attended by Conſequences fatal to thoſe Families, and very injurious to their Employers, 
whether ManufaEturers or others; and to their ſeveral Pariſnes; who, whilſt the Huſband is in Priſon, muſt relieve the 


Wife and Family.—The Society never refuſe their Aſſiſtance to Perſons that may be beneſited by the ſeveral Acts | 


o Parliament for Inſolvent Debtors, provided their Sobriety, Integrity, and Induſtry is vouched for by People of 
eputation. | 

In Priſons, ſome eſpecially, the Debtors are obliged to aſſociate with Felons, whoſe Diſſipation, Diſpoſition to Idleneſs 
and Rapacity, too frequently influence the Inclinations of the Debtors, with whom they converſe, and who, until ſuch 
faſcinating Connections, were not abandoned to Vice, though perhaps imprudent ; to ſuch the Society have ever ſhewn a 
fraternal Regard, by reſcuing them from an Impriſonment, infetious both to Body and Mind; their Families their 
from becoming Vagabonds or chargeable to their Pariſhes, and preſerving to Manufactures, Agriculture, and Trade, 
laborious Aſſociates z who, in regard to their Connections in the larger or ſmaller Circles of Society, are, ulti- 
mately, the Nerves, and Riches of the Community, and the Strength of the Nation; inaſmuch as their Labor contributes 
efficiently, though almoſt imperceptibly, to the Welfare of every individual in the ſuperior Orders of Society. 


1 


| 


N. B. The AQ of 1778, to prevent Imprifonment for Sums under TEN Pouxps, doth no way impede the Operations of th: 
is given and Execution iſſued :—Impriſonment for Debt, before Judgment is given, is inconſiſtent with the benign Spirit of tl 


PERSON S diſpoſed to contribute to the Support of this Charity, may ſee the Books of the Society's Tranſactions, a 
Ne 7, CRAVEN-STRE 


IRS diſcharged from ſundry Priſons in Great Britain, by the SOCIETY 
PERSONS impriſoned for SMaLL Dzzrs. | FRY | =_ 
72, 10 March 30, 1183. 
Jebtors. | Pens of 3 
1722 eee eee 4622 17 1 | 
996 eee 1724 1 
673 000003000000 000000000000 000y0ee0e00yc0e0 1842 1 3 3 
877 60e. eee 1729 IQ 7 
779 0000 002000000200 000000000000 022002000000 1764 O 11 
811 eee 1611 15 
628 $000000000000000 000000000000 (000000005, 1288 I7 I 
321... ..... ...... ..... ..... 828 15 9 


389 0006 C000 0050 6529 0996 250000046 see, 935 | 3 9 
547 0e e 1121 12 3 


— . ( Perſons jmmediany- 3 
e benefited by this þ£ 17469 16 10 
h 8 . 


arity for $00000000 
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e | Influenced by thde Conſiderations, which the So 1E I „ eſteem as firm Principles, founded upon found Policy, true 
» | Philanthropy, and, ibove all, upon the benevolent Precepts of genuine Chriſtianity ; they hope, by the Bounty of the Þ 
Public, to be enabled to perſevere in relieving thoſe Debtors, who may be found worthy, d:/ireſſed, and friendleſs Members 
of the Community, whoſe Earnings, when in Employment, afford but a bare Subſiſtence, becauſe of the increaſing Diſ- 
e | proportion of the Price of Labor to the Price of Proviſions ; but unemployed, they muſt either contract Debts—rob— or 

ſtarve; yet, if it weie poſſible for them to impoſe upon the Society ONCE, they cannot be relieved a sEconD Time by 
- | the Rules of the Society; which Precaution effectually prevents Impoſitions by the Cunning and Indolent, who may be 
t | diſpoſed to throw themſelves into Gao}, to receive the Society's Bounty: Beſides this, the dociety have a Rule; Never 
e | to pay more than a Compoſition for any Debts; wherein the Lawyers Bills are never included ; fo that the Plaintiffs 
dare always Loſers by their Proſecutions for Debt, though more or leſs ſo, according to their Circumſtances, which the 
a | Society ever take into Conſideration ; and it is a principal Object of their Attention to demonſtrate to the lower Claſs 
] | of People the exceeding Folly of being ſtimulated by their Paſſions, to go to Law with their fellow Creatures, poor and 
, | miſerable as themſelves, 
s | James Neild, Treaſurer, RoMnErY, Preſident. 
f] | William Hill, SHIPBROOK, 

| | Thomas Dawes, BEAUCHAMP, ee Prfdn 

s | Richard Graſwell, G.NaREs. 
1 John Rawlinſon, | | 
a | William Faden, N. B. EDWAARD WHELER, Eſq; Vice-Preſident, is abroad. 
r | Henry Wright, h 
, Charles Steuart. 
— L. D. Nelme, Sec. 
— — 


ns of the uſual LEGAL Proceſs for any ſmall Sums: But no Debtor can be impriſoned for ſuch ſmall Sums until Jud ment 
Irit of the Engliſh ConsTITUTION and Laws. | 


tions, and receive any further Information, by enquiring of the Secretary, between the Hours of Eleven and Two, at 
N-OTREET, OTRAND. | | 


